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YEAR 10 PROGRAMS  
 

Year 10 programs are designed to prepare students for the expectations of VCE and VCE Vocational Major pathways by 

developing strong work habits, independence and academic skills. Each learning program combines essential core 

subjects with elective choices to maintain broad pathway options while allowing specialisation and acceleration.  

 

Students participate in a range of pathway opportunities, incursions, excursions, and career counselling sessions to 

support informed decision-making. Students are encouraged to make the most of these learning opportunities and 

carefully consider their future pathway choices as they begin planning for the years ahead. 

 

 CORE SUBJECTS  
 

Full Year Semester 

English Mathematics 

Humanities 

Science 

Industry & Enterprise* 

 

 

 *Unit 1 Industry and Enterprise is a core subject in mainstream and career focus programs only. 

 

LEARNING PROGRAMS 
Year 10 Mainstream Program  

 

Students explore electives alongside core studies to identify strengths and interests before selecting a senior pathway.  

Semester 1 
English Mathematics 

World at War 
Industry & 

Enterprise 
Elective Elective 

Semester 2 General Science Elective Elective Elective 

 

Year 10 Accelerated Program  

 

Students begin a VCE subject to potentially complete six Unit 3/4 sequences in total.  

Semester 1 
English Mathematics 

World at War 
VCE 

Elective Elective 

Semester 2 General Science Elective Elective 

  

Year 10 Career Focus Program  

 

For students still unsure whether to pursue the VCE, VCE Vocational Major or apprenticeships/traineeships. Emphasis 

is placed on practical, hands-on learning through VET while still completing Year 10 mainstream subjects. 

Semester 1 
English Mathematics 

World at War Industry & 

Enterprise  

Unit 1 and 2 

Elective 
VET* 

Semester 2 General Science Elective 
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SENIOR SCHOOL RECOMMENDED 

PATHWAYS 
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APPLYING FOR ACCELERATED SUBJECTS 

 
Year 9 students at Epping Secondary College are encouraged to apply for acceleration into one VCE Unit 1 & 

2 subject in Year 10. This opportunity is ideal for highly motivated students seeking academic challenge, 

wishing to build VCE study skills, or aiming to maximise their ATAR. English, EAL and Literature are excluded 

from acceleration.  

 

Eligibility Criteria:  

• 90%+ attendance  

• Strong academic performance and teacher endorsements  

• Demonstrated motivation and positive learning behaviours  

• High literacy levels and aptitude for the chosen subject  

 

Application Process:  

Students attend an information session and complete a VCE Acceleration Application Form, which must be 

endorsed by two of their teachers and the Year Level Leading Teacher. Applications are reviewed by school 

leadership.   

 

Approval allows students to select the subject during course counselling and final enrolment depends on 

subject availability and timetabling.  

 

 

APPLYING FOR CAREER FOCUS 

 
The Career Focus program is a unique opportunity for Epping Secondary College students to combine a TAFE 

certificate with a Year 10 education allowing for flexibility in learning and greater career options. If successful, 

career focus Year 10 students will have the option of completing a full VCE or VCE VM educational program in 

the following years. Students will be able to graduate with a VCE certificate and TAFE certificate leading to 

added future career choices.  

 

Year 9 students need to apply for a VET Tafe course before applying for the Year 10 Career Focus program. 

When students apply for Year 10 subjects, those wanting to enrol in the Career Focus program need 

to indicate this on the Edval system.  Students will then be placed in English and Mathematics, General 

Science and The World at War. They will have the chance to select two other elective Year 10 subjects. All 

Career Focus students will complete Units One and Two of Industry and Enterprise also adding to their VCE 

unit count. Career Focus students must have a VET Tafe enrolment also to be considered for the program.  

After consideration of which VET course suits the student’s career goals, the VET application process involves 

the completion of a QR code and submission of a USI number. This application is then officially submitted by 

the VET coordinator to the applicable RTO provider for acceptance. Expressions of interest into VET courses 

for 2027 are to be submitted by the end of Semester 1, 2026.  
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YEAR 10 – HOW TO SELECT YOUR SUBJECTS 

  
To complete the online subject selection forms, students will need two things: 

1. This link: https://my.edval.education/login  

2. A unique WebCode (this will be emailed to students when the subject selection process begins)  

 

Rules for selecting priority subjects: (12 Units)  

  

Priority 1: Select your preferred English subject.  

Priority 2: Select your preferred Maths subject. (No selection is allowed if choosing to complete  

VCE Mathematics)   

Priority 3 and 4: Pre-filled (The World at War and General Science) compulsory subjects for all students.  

Priority 5: This is where students can opt into the different learning programs.  

Mainstream - Select Industry and Enterprise 10 (semester long) unless you have approval to complete 

another VCE subject.  

Mainstream (Accelerated) - Select the VCE subject you have approval for.  

Career Focus - Select Industry and Enterprise 11.  

Priority 6,7,8,9,10: Select subjects in order of preference.  

  

Rules for selecting your reserve subjects: (6 Units)  

 

Reserve 1,2,3,4,5,6: Select reserve subjects in order of preference.  

Reserve subjects are the subjects that students will be placed into if they are not successful in picking up a 

Priority subject.  

  

From Priority 6 onwards, the list of subjects below are offered to students to select from.  

Languages are full year subjects.  

For semester- based subjects, you will only be able to study one per semester from the same Learning 

Area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://my.edval.education/login
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VCE PROGRAMS 
How to use this Handbook  

 
This handbook provides students with information on the various subject offerings in VCE, VCE Career 

Focus, VCE Vocational Major and VET courses at Epping Secondary College.  

 

Students are encouraged to read through this booklet prior to making decisions about which subjects they 

would like to study in 2027.  

For information about VCE-VM subjects and the application for VCE-VM, you will need to speak to Mr Dean 

Malcolm.  

Follow these steps to make the most out of this booklet:  

1. Read through the booklet  

2. Pay attention to details such as pre-requisite studies, these are the subjects the 

university requires you take before entering courses, or recommended subject pairings  

3. Develop a short list of preferred subjects in conjunction with parents / caregivers, mentors, 

teachers  

4. Record your subject selections on the application form in this booklet, online  

5. Use this handbook in conjunction with the Careers information to find out more about the subjects 

you are interested in AND speak with your current teachers about what the VCE subject is like  

6. Follow the Course Counselling and Subject Selection process & timeline. You should bring to this 

interview:  

• A completed application form for either VCE, VCE Vocational Major or Career Focus VCE  

• My Career Match Survey result or Morrisby report 

• Career Portfolio (Career Action Plan)  

• Mid-Year report  

• Accelerated Subject Selection form completed and signed – if applicable  

 

Note: Subjects will only run if there is sufficient demand. 
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WHICH VCE PROGRAM SHOULD I CHOOSE? 
 

 

 

VCE PATHWAYS 
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ADVICE FOR CHOOSING A VCE PROGRAM   

 
1. Breadth and Depth of Study  

• Aim for variety: Choose subjects from different areas to keep your future options open.  

• Avoid over-specialisation: Don’t pick only one type of subject (e.g., all sciences) unless you’re very certain of 

your career direction.  

• Keep your pathways flexible: The broader your selection, the more pathways remain open.  

2. Interests and Talents  

• Choose subjects you enjoy: You’re more likely to be motivated and perform better.  

• Avoid picking just for ATAR scaling: Subjects that scale up can be harder and may lower your score if 

they don’t suit your strengths.  

• Think long term: Pick subjects related to things you might want to do in the future.  

3. Pathways Planning  

• Start with a career goal (if you have one): Then work backward to identify which subjects are prerequisites.  

• Use counselling support: ESC offers course counselling and has a Careers team to help with subject choices 

and aligning them to university/TAFE requirements.  

• Use tools and resources: Websites like vtac.edu.au can show subject prerequisites, course details, and ATAR 

scaling.  

4. No Easy Subjects  

• Every subject is demanding: Choose based on genuine interest and ability, not perceived difficulty.  

• Research well: Talk to subject teachers and Learning Area Leaders for a full understanding of expectations 

and content.  

5. Folio-Based Subjects (e.g. Visual Arts, Design, Technology)  

• High time commitment: These subjects require effort inside and outside of class.  

• Highly rewarding: If you enjoy creative and practical work, these can be fulfilling choices.  

• Ask for guidance: Speak to CAPA or Technologies leaders for support and clarity.  

 

 

 PRACTICAL STEPS FOR STUDENTS 

 
1. Ask yourself:  

o What do I enjoy learning?  

o What am I good at?  

o What careers or courses am I curious about?  

o What subjects will help me get there?  

 

2. Consult:  

o ESC’s course counselling team  

o The Careers team  

o VTAC website for university prerequisites and ATAR info  

o Subject teachers and Learning Area Leaders  

 

3. Explore:  

o VTAC Prerequisite Explorer  

o CourseSearch  

https://www.vtac.edu.au/
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WHAT MIGHT YOUR VCE PROGRAM LOOK LIKE?  

 

YEAR 11   
VCE Program  

 

Students must complete English, EAL or Literature and five other electives.  

Year 11 VCE 
English, EAL or 

Literature 
Elective Elective Elective Elective Elective 

  
VCE Career Focus Program  

 

Students must complete English or EAL, Personal Development Skills, Work Related Skills, VET and three 

other electives.  

Year 11 VCE 

Career Focus 

English or 

EAL 

Personal 

Development Skills 

Work Related 

Skills 
VET* Elective Elective Elective 

Note: Year 11 Career Focus students undertake Unit 1 of Personal Development Skills & Unit 1 Work 

Related Skills across the year.  

 
VCE Vocational Major Program  

 

For students considering the VCE Vocational Major or apprenticeships/traineeships. Emphasis is placed on 

practical, hands-on learning.  

Year 11 VCE 

Vocational Major 
Literacy Numeracy 

Personal 

Development Skills 

Work Related 

Skills 
VET* 

Community 

Elective 

 

YEAR 12  
VCE Program  

 

VCE (Victorian Certificate of Education) is a recognised pathway into employment, TAFE, and tertiary 

institutions.  

 

Students select English, EAL or Literature and four other electives and will be timetabled into a study period 

subject. Some subjects may be taken externally or via a LOTE provider like the Victorian School of Languages.  

It is highly recommended that students continue with the subjects they have studied in Year 11 and will need 

to decide on which subject to discontinue.   

 

Year 12 VCE 
English, EAL or 

Literature 
Elective Elective Elective Elective Study 
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Year 12 VCE Vocational Major Program or Victorian Pathways Certificate  

 
For students considering the VCE Vocational Major or apprenticeships/traineeships. Emphasis is placed on 

practical, hands-on learning.  

 
Year 12 VCE 

Vocational Major 
Literacy Numeracy 

Personal 

Development Skills 

Work Related 

Skills 
VET 

Community 

Elective 

       

Year 12 Victorian 

Pathways Certificate 
Literacy Numeracy 

Personal 

Development Skills 

Work Related 

Skills 
VET 

Community 

Elective 

 

NON-SCORED VCE PROGRAM 

  
Epping Secondary College offers a Non-Scored VCE program to personalise learning and better support 

student wellbeing and achievement. A Non-Scored VCE results in the student successfully completing and 

being awarded the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE), but without receiving study scores or an ATAR.  

Students considering a Non-Scored VCE are encouraged to apply through the Year Level Coordinator or 

Careers Team. Final approval will require parent/guardian consent and a consultation with the Senior School 

team.  

 
Benefits of Choosing a Non-Scored VCE  

• Allows students to learn in a way that suits their individual style and pace  

• Removes pressure associated with high-stakes exams and ATAR rankings  

• Helps prevent feelings of demoralisation from low academic grades  

• Encourages deeper understanding and genuine learning of content and skills  

• Promotes wellbeing and supports healthy self-esteem through achievable success  

• Supports access to university and further education through alternate entry schemes and TAFE 

• Enables students to explore and prepare for alternative career pathways  

• Offers targeted guidance through ESC’s Senior School support systems  

 
Scored vs Non-Scored VCE – A Comparison  

  Scored VCE  Non-Scored VCE  

ATAR  Yes  No  

Sits VCE Exams  Yes  No  

Study Scores  Yes  No  

Focus of 

Learning  

Assessment and exam-

driven  
Personalised learning and skill development  

Pathway Access  University via ATAR  
TAFE, work, university via alternate entry 

pathways  
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Profile of Students Suited to a Non-Scored VCE  

• Students who experience significant anxiety or pressure around exams  

• Students with unique learning needs or personal health considerations  

• Students interested in vocational, creative, or hands-on learning pathways  

• Students who plan to enter the workforce, TAFE, or apprenticeships  

• Students who benefit from a flexible, supportive learning environment  

• Students seeking university entry through alternate pathways, such as:  

• Special consideration (SEAS)  

• Early entry schemes  

• Foundation or bridging programs  

 

For more information, please contact the Senior School Office, Year Level Coordinator, or the ESC Careers 

Team. We are here to support your journey toward success, whatever path you take.  

 

UNIVERSITY AND TAFE PREREQUISITES 
Universities and TAFE have prerequisites for many of their courses. These prerequisites identify the subjects 

they want students to have taken while at school and the minimum/ scores they will accept from students 

with these subjects.  

  

Understanding Prerequisites  

• Units 3 and 4 prerequisites: A course specifying Units 3 and 4 of a study as prerequisites 

typically requires a minimum VCE study score, often 25 or higher, depending on the course and 

institution.   

• Minimum study scores: Courses may require specific study scores in certain subjects. For 

example, a course might require a study score of at least 30 in English (EAL) or 25 in any other 

English.   

  

Additional Resources  

• VTAC CourseSearch: Use the VCE Prerequisite Explorer to check course prerequisites and plan 

your VCE subjects accordingly.   

• University Websites: Always verify prerequisites on the specific university's course page, as 

requirements can change.  
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HOW TO PICK PROGRAMS AND SUBJECTS 

 
To complete the online subject selection forms, students will need two things.   

1. This link: https://my.edval.education/login  

2. A unique WebCode (this will be emailed to students when the subject selection process begins)  

 

Rules for selecting priority subjects for Year 11: (12 Units)  

VCE  

Priority 1: Indicate the English/EAL/Literature subject you would like to enrol into.  

Priority 2,3,4,5,6: Pick your subjects in order of preference.  

Reserve 1,2: Pick your reserve subjects.  

  

VCE Career Focus  

Priority 1: You must select Career Focus WRS 11  

Priority 2: You must select Career Focus PDS 11  

Priority 3: Select English or EAL   

Priority 4, 5, 6: Pick your subjects in order of preference.   

Reserve 1,2: Pick your reserve subjects.  

  

VCE Vocational Major  

Priority 1: Vocational Major 11  

Priority 2,3,4,5: Literacy, Numeracy, Work Related Skills, Personal Development Skills.  

Priority 6: Pick the Community Elective you want to enrol into.  

Reserve 1,2: Pick two other reserve Community Electives  

  

 

Rules for selecting priority subjects for Year 12: (12 Units)  

All students 

Priority 1: Select the Program you wish to enrol into: VCE, VM, VPC  

Priority 2: Select the English/Literacy subject you would like to enrol into.  

  

VCE  

Priority 3, 4, 5, 6: Pick your subjects in order of preference.  

Reserve: Pick your reserve subject.  

  

Vocational Major or Victorian Pathways Certificate  

Priority 3, 4, 5: Select Maths/Numeracy, Work Related Skills, Personal Development Skills.  

Priority 6: Pick the Community Elective you want to enrol into.  

Reserve: Pick a reserve Community Elective.  

 

Course Counselling  

Course counselling will occur early in Term 3 where students, parents and teachers will review programs 

and subjects chosen. Details and booking times will be released at the beginning of Term 3.  

 

https://my.edval.education/login
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2027 YEAR 10 SUBJECTS 
 

YEAR 10 SUBJECTS 

Subject Area Page 

ENGLISH 

English 18 

Advanced English 18 

English Additional Language 18 

MATHEMATICS  

Mathematics 19 

Advanced Mathematics 19 

HUMANITIES 

The World at War (Compulsory) 20 

Rights and Freedoms 20 

Law and Business 21 

Industry and Enterprise 22 

SCIENCE 

General Science (Compulsory) 23 

Biological Science 23 

Chemical Science 24 

Physical Science 24 

HEALTH  

Health and Development 25 

Growing Up Healthy 25 
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Inside the Human Mind 25 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

Bodies in Motion 26 

Focus on Fitness 26 

Sporting Roles 26 

THE ARTS  

Drama 27 

Beginner’s Art Making and Exhibiting 27 - 28 

Ceramics 28 

Media 28 

Photography 28 

Visual Communication Design 28 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY  

Data and Design 29 

Food Technology 29 

Product Design and Technology (Wood) 30 

Programming and Problem Solving 30 

LANGUAGES  

Italian  31 

Macedonian  32 

Spanish 33 

LEARNING FOR LIFE  34 

 

 
Note: Subjects will only run if there is sufficient demand. 
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

YEAR 10 
 

ENGLISH 
Students are required to select a year-long English subject. 

 

ENGLISH – 10ENG1 

English prepares students for VCE English where students will analyse texts, fine tune skills on picking apart misleading 

arguments, polish your presentation skills and imagine the future through crafting various texts. 

 

ADVANCED ENGLISH – 10ENG3 

This course is a combination of the Year 10 English curriculum with elements of the VCE Literature study design. Students 

will complete text response essays, language analysis and creative pieces, as well as passage analysis and understanding 

how the meaning of a text changes when it is adapted to a different form.  It is specifically designed as a continuation 

of the Year 9 ACE Program but also caters to any high achieving students currently in Year 9 English.  

 

ENGLISH ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE – 10EAL1 

EAL will consolidate your text response skills, sharpen your comparative writing, teach you the finer points of 

language analysis and incorporate listening comprehension. You will also be required to produce creative and 

persuasive texts. 

 

RECOMMENDED PATHWAYS 

 

 

           Year 9                   Year 10                          VCE & VM 
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MATHEMATICS  
Students are required to select a year-long Mathematics subject. 

 

MATHEMATICS – 10MAT1 

This option is suitable for everyone and prepares you well for VCE General Maths, VCE Foundation Maths and VM 

Numeracy. Topics covered in this course include measurement, algebra, financial maths, linear 

relationships, simultaneous equations, univariate & bivariate data, networks, Pythagoras & trigonometry. 

The course focuses on developing and improving study habits and work routines, completing a Maths study book 

to assist with revision and skill and content development, completing SACs for each area of study and sitting for an 

exam at the end of each semester. 

 

ADVANCED MATHEMATICS – 10MAT3 

This option is suitable if you are passionate about studying Maths and want to be extended in your mathematical 

studies. It is a precursor for pursuing Units 1 & 2 Maths Methods or Specialist Maths in VCE.  Topics covered in this 

course include algebra, linear and quadratic relationships, parabolic 

graphs, trigonometry, probability, logs, polynomials and their graphs, indices, surds and simultaneous equations. 

However, it contains additional content to further extend you in your mathematical studies. You will be required to 

complete a Maths study book, a SAC for each topic and an exam at the end of each semester. You will need to be self-

directed and motivated to achieve your best. 

 

 

RECOMMENDED PATHWAYS 

 

                                                                Year 9                         Year 10                    VCE & VM 

 

 
 

 

 

NOTE: Students currently studying Year 9 ACE Mathematics can select VCE General Mathematics instead of a Year 10 

Mathematics subject the following year. They also have the option of selecting both VCE General Mathematics and 

Year 10 Advanced Mathematics the following year. 
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HUMANITIES  

 
THE WORLD AT WAR (Compulsory) – 10HUMS4 

Students will study the political, social, economic, and cultural history of the Second World War. The course explores 

the Inter-War years, the countries and regions involved in the conflict, and the major diplomatic, political, and military 

events that shaped the war. Students will examine the rise of Nazism in Germany, learn about important leaders and 

individuals from the period, and investigate the Nuremberg Trials and the lasting impact of the war on the world. The 

course also includes the study of Holocaust narratives to help students understand the realities and horrors of war, as 

well as the strength and resilience shown by Holocaust survivors. The course covers the years 1918 to 1945, with a 

particular focus on the period from 1939 to 1945.   

  

In this subject, students will explore questions and topics such as:   

   

• The end of WWI and the terms of Germany’s surrender.   

• The ‘Roaring 20s’ – how society coped and recovered from WWI?   

• The 1930s Great Depression and its economic, political and social impact on society.   

• International tensions and conflicts during the Interwar period.   

• Hitler and the rise of the Nazi Party – Hitler’s ‘master race’ and making Germany ‘great again.’   

• The major historical battles of WWII.   

• The art of war – the use of war-time propaganda from the Nazis and Allied-forces.   

• The Holocaust – the Nazi policies and genocidal processes to eliminate the Jews and other minority groups.   

• The aftermath of the war – Holocaust survivors and their stories, post-war migration, war crimes and trials.   

 

 

RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS – 10HUMS2 

In this subject, students explore the development of rights and freedoms in Australia and around the world during the 

twentieth century. They investigate key events, movements, and individuals who challenged inequality and worked for 

social change, including the struggle for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ rights and the American Civil 

Rights Movement. Students analyse historical sources, examine different perspectives, and develop an understanding 

of how these movements continue to shape society today. 

 

In this subject, students will explore questions and topics such as:   

 

• The role of the United Nations and The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.   

• Slavery, the Ku Klux Klan and the American Civil Rights Movement.   

• How the American Civil Rights Movement influenced Australia 

• Indigenous activism and the role key activists played in fighting for First Nations Peoples rights and freedoms 

in Australia.         

• How do we secure our rights and freedoms into the future?    
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LAW AND BUSINESS – 10HUMS3 

In the first term of this subject, students develop their understanding of Australia’s legal institutions and compare these 

with those of other countries in the Asia-Pacific region. Students consider how human rights are protected in Australia 

and the importance of democracy and justice in Australian society. They examine the roles and responsibilities that 

governments, institutions and citizens have towards global issues and global citizenship.   

  

In the following term students will step into the world of business. Students learn about how the Australian economy 

works and how people, businesses and governments make decisions about money and resources. They explore what 

affects living standards, how businesses compete and change, and how work is changing over time. Students also learn 

how to make smart financial choices and consider the impact of decisions on people, society and the environment.  

In this subject, students will explore questions and topics such as:   

  

• Australian Government and Democracy 

• Comparative Study Government Structure, Australia and Indonesia. 

• The court system, including the High Court.   

• Human Rights and Australia’s Obligations 

• Financial Literacy 

• The world of banking 

• Entrepreneurship and marketing  

• The impact of business on society and the environment. 

 

 

RECOMMENDED PATHWAYS  

 
                                                              Year 9                         Year 10                           VCE  
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INDUSTRY AND ENTERPRISE 

 
10INE - Industry and Enterprise (Unit 1)  

Year 10 Mainstream Program: Students are required to select 10INE (semester-long) unless they are enrolled in a VCE 

subject. 

 

OR  

 

11INE - Industry and Enterprise (Unit 1 and 2)  

Year 10 Career Focus Program: Students are required to select 11INE (both Unit 1 & 2  year-long).  

  

  
Unit 1: Workplace Participation   

Industry and Enterprise investigates work and its place in work settings, industries and society. A key feature of Industry 

and Enterprise is work experience that students can undertake.   

On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the importance of Australia having a skilled workforce, 

investigate career pathways and analyse current and future work options. Industry and Enterprise also enables students 

to develop personal work-related skills and conduct a self-assessment to gauge personal work performance. 

They observe industry and employment trends and analyse current and future work options. They investigate job tasks 

and processes in work settings as well as entry-level requirements associated with work in selected industries.  

   

Unit 2: Being Enterprising  

Students investigate the characteristics and qualities of successful entrepreneurs in different settings and investigate 

the relationship between leadership behaviour and the development of an individual’s work-related skills. They also 

explore the role of work-related skills in supporting innovation in this industry.  Students analyse the impact of one 

significant issue on an Australian industry and consider how the industry has responded in an enterprising way.  

 

 

SCIENCE  
 

GENERAL SCIENCE (Compulsory) – 10SCI4 

This subject is a compulsory semester-long unit designed to ensure all students achieve the required science outcomes 

outlined in the Victorian Curriculum 2.0. It equips students with scientific literacy and critical thinking skills essential for 

everyday life, informed citizenship, and further study.  

 

This core subject provides all Year 10 students with a foundational understanding of key scientific concepts and skills 

across four key disciplines of science, aligned with the Victorian Curriculum 2.0: Biological Sciences, Chemical Sciences, 

Physical Sciences, and Earth and Space Sciences.  

Why is this subject important?  

 

Students will:  

• Build confidence in understanding scientific ideas  

• Develop skills in practical investigations, data analysis, and scientific communication  

• Understand how science applies to the real world, including careers in health, defence, environmental science, 

trades, and emergency services  
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BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE – 10SCI2 

This subject explores the fascinating science of life from how cells function and communicate, to how organisms 

reproduce and evolve. Students will learn how living systems are structured and regulated, and how these systems 

enable survival, growth, and adaptation in a changing world.  

 

Through hands-on experiments, investigations, and contemporary case studies, students explore topics such as cell 

structure and function, DNA, inheritance, adaptations, and homeostasis. They also undertake a student-designed 

investigation into a biological system, applying their learning to real-world challenge like disease, climate change, and 

genetic diversity.  

 

What will students learn?   

Students will investigate:  

• How cells are structured, grow, divide, and specialise including the role of stem cells, mitosis, and apoptosis.  

• How traits are inherited through chromosomes, meiosis, and gene expression—and how genetic and 

environmental factors interact to shape phenotypes.  

• The advantages and disadvantages of asexual and sexual reproduction, including cloning and reproductive 

technologies.  

• The survival of species through adaptations, interdependence, and the role of keystone species in ecosystems.  

• A contemporary bioethical issue in genetics, inheritance, reproduction, or conservation.  

Skills students will develop  

• Use microscopes and scientific methods to examine cells and DNA  

• Model inheritance and solve genetic problems  

• Analyse and communicate findings using scientific conventions  

 

 

CHEMICAL SCIENCE – 10SCI3 

Chemistry is everywhere in the food you eat, the products you clean with, the materials you wear, and even the air you 

breathe. In this subject, students will explore the diverse world of materials and chemical reactions to better understand 

the structure of substances and the changes they undergo. From the atoms that form compounds to the reactions that 

power everything from batteries to bodies, students will begin uncovering how chemistry shapes the natural and 

manufactured world.  

 

Students will investigate real-world chemical applications such as plastics, household products, fuels, acids and bases, 

and more. They will also conduct hands-on experiments, explore chemical sustainability, and design their own 

investigation into a material, reaction or environmental issue of interest.  

 

What will students learn?   

 

Students will:  

• Explore the structure and bonding of elements, molecules, metals and polymers  

• Model and investigate chemical reactions including acids, bases, redox, and precipitation  

• Learn to calculate amounts in chemistry (moles, concentrations, reaction yields)  

• Complete a research project exploring green chemistry, sustainable materials or ethical chemical practices  
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PHYSICAL SCIENCE – 10SCI1 

This subject introduces students to the foundational concepts and models used by physicists to explain the role of 

energy in society, preparing them for success in VCE Physics Units 1 & 2. Students investigate energy in its various 

forms—light, heat, nuclear, and electricity and apply physics concepts to address real-world challenges related to 

climate change, communication, medical technologies, and electrical safety.  

 

What will students learn?   

 

Students explore key questions such as:  

• How are light and heat explained?  

Using wave and particle models, students study reflection, refraction, dispersion, and energy transfer. They 

investigate optical phenomena like rainbows and mirages, explore how light is used in fibre optics and 

communications, and examine how thermal energy contributes to climate change.  

• How is energy from the nucleus utilised?  

Students learn about radioactive decay, nuclear radiation, and the applications of fission and fusion in energy 

production and medicine. They explore the benefits and risks of nuclear energy as a potential solution to 

Australia’s energy needs.  

• How can electricity be used to transfer energy?  

Students model and investigate direct current (DC) circuits, electrical safety systems, and power use in 

everyday devices. They explore circuit design, resistance, potential difference, and energy efficiency using 

real-world applications and simulations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDED PATHWAYS 

 

                                                               Year 9                       Year 10                             VCE 
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HEALTH ELECTIVES 
 

HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT – 10HEA1 

Students will explore how health and wellbeing is a dynamic concept which can be influenced by age, sex, socioeconomic 

status, and culture. They will examine how Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives of health may differ and 

will investigate how sociocultural factors such as education, family, housing and income may contribute to variations in 

the health status of Australian youth. The role of nutrition in promoting the health and wellbeing of Australian 

adolescents will also be studied through examining the function of the major nutrients, food sources, and food selection 

models such as the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating and the Healthy Star Rating System. Students will also explore 

the different stages of the human lifespan, and they will develop skills in evaluating data to describe the health status 

of Australians.  

 

GROWING UP HEALTHY – 10HEA2 

This subject will allow students to develop awareness of health for their future.  Students will study how various 

influences such as age, sex and environment can affect their health. This unit will provide students with an 

understanding of energy and nutrition requirements for healthy living and performance.  They will explore prevention 

and management of lifestyle diseases. Year 10 Healthy Lifestyles will also focus on what is classed as regular physical 

activity. The course will then conclude with a comprehensive study of the physical, mental and social health benefits of 

regular physical activity and negative impacts of sedentary lifestyle.    

 

INSIDE THE HUMAN MIND – 10HEA3 

This subject will introduce students into the engaging world of Psychology whereby they will be given the opportunity 

to explore psychological theory and concepts. Students will develop skills and knowledge in psychology that investigates 

human behaviour, thoughts, feelings and interactions. This introduction into psychology will allow students to 

understand the ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions they may have about learning, development, social interactions and 

biological aspects of behaviour.   

 

 

 

RECOMMENDED PATHWAYS  

 
Year 9                       Year 10                             VCE 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION ELECTIVES 

 
BODIES IN MOTION – 10PED1 

In this subject, students will examine the biomechanical and skill acquisition principles that can be applied when 

analysing and improving movement skills used in physical activity and sport. Through an involvement in a variety of 

practical activities, students investigate and analyse movements to develop an understanding of how the correct 

application of biomechanical and skill acquisition principles leads to greater efficiency and accuracy in movement skills.   

 

FOCUS ON FITNESS – 10PED2 

This subject focuses on developing a better understanding of the various systems within the body and their role in 

creating human movement. Students will better understand the components of fitness, training methods and principles 

that athletes and sporting teams use to develop and improve their fitness levels, appropriate to the demands of their 

sport. 

 

SPORTING ROLES – 10PED3 

Ever wondered what happens behind the scenes of your favourite sporting events? In Sporting Roles, students will 

explore the wide range of roles that support the success of sports teams, clubs, and competitions. From coaching and 

umpiring to scorekeeping, data analysis, and event organisation, this elective dives into the often-unseen aspects of 

sport.  

 

Students will also examine the history and cultural significance of sport in both Australia and around the world, gaining 

insight into how these roles shape communities and sporting cultures. Throughout the course, students will take on 

practical responsibilities by participating in and managing school-based sporting events. This includes running 

competitions, performing administrative tasks, and trying out various support roles within a team or individual sport 

context. This hands-on elective is perfect for students interested in the broader world of sport, beyond just playing the 

game. 

 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDED PATHWAYS  

 

                                                                    Year 9                   Year 10                      VCE 
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THE ARTS ELECTIVES  
 

DRAMA – 10CAP1 

Drama is designed for students who love drama, creativity, and self-expression through performance. It is an ideal 

subject for students considering further study in Drama or Theatre Studies at VCE level, while also building confidence, 

collaboration, and communication skills valuable in many future pathways. 

 

Throughout the course, students explore character and role in depth through practical performance work, script 

interpretation, improvisation, and ensemble collaboration. Students participate in class productions, develop and 

perform monologues, and study how actors, directors, and playwrights bring stories to life on stage. 

Students examine a range of theatre styles, performance traditions, and dramatic works from different time periods 

and cultures. Studies may include contemporary theatre, melodrama, physical theatre, comedy, realism, horror theatre, 

and Australian drama. 

 

Drama Studies also introduces students to the technical and production elements of theatre. Students gain practical 

experience in stagecraft, including lighting design, sound design, costume, props, set design, and stage management. 

They learn how technical elements help create mood, atmosphere, tension, and meaning in performance while 

supporting actors and storytelling on stage. 

Students work both independently and collaboratively to plan, rehearse, refine, and present performances, building 

skills in leadership, creativity, organisation, and teamwork. 

If you love the excitement of performance, storytelling, and bringing ideas to life through theatre, then Drama Studies 

is for you. Students wishing to undertake Drama at VCE level will gain valuable performance, analytical, and production 

skills from this elective. 

 

BEGINNER’S ART MAKING AND EXHIBITING – 10CAP2 

Beginner’s Art Making and Exhibiting is designed for students who love artistic exploration and self-expression. It is ideal 

for those interested in preparing for VCE Art Making and Exhibiting. 

This class will operate like a real artist’s studio, where you will experiment with a wide range of materials and techniques, 

including inks, printmaking, linocuts, impasto painting, collage, and oil painting. You will develop work based on themes 

and ideas that inspire you, exploring different ways to represent concepts, emotions, and personal experiences through 

art. 

Throughout the course, you will build a folio that documents your creative journey. Your folio will include artist research, 

visual inspiration, and references gathered from a variety of sources. You will also investigate how artists respond to 

significant events in their lives and the wider world through their work. 

Over time, your folio will become a rich visual diary filled with your ideas, experiments, and reflections on art making. 

You are encouraged to include personal sources of inspiration such as song lyrics, film stills, poems, postcards, 

photographs, and keepsakes. Along the way, you will also develop new ways of analysing, interpreting, and appreciating 

artworks. 

CERAMICS – 10CAP6 

This subject introduces ceramics/pottery as an art form and explores the basics of forming and shaping clay. Students 

will explore ceramic art by practicing hand-building techniques such as; pinching, slab building, coiling and slip casting. 

They may also have an opportunity to practice using the potter's wheel and begin throwing basic forms. They will learn 

how the glazing and firing process impacts on the form and aesthetics of a ceramic piece, as well as how to incorporate 

decorations and embellishments.  
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The design and creation of unique art pieces is emphasized; students learn balance and proportion, wall thickness 

correction, surface decoration techniques and new firing options. Students will be given the opportunity of making 

creative sculptural pieces and also learn how to make 'functional art', such as vases, cups and bowls. Students receive 

an overview of the history of ceramics and how it has played a key role in innumerable human endeavours and has been 

an important part of human culture for thousands of years. From prehistoric storage jars to tiles on the space shuttles. 

 

MEDIA – 10CAP4 

Media is a VCE preparation subject that focuses on skill building in a variety of media forms including film, 

photography, podcasting and video production. It is an introduction to the techniques of media production and the 

conventions used in filmmaking. You will learn about the media production process from planning to editing stages of 

creating media.   

  

Year 10 Media focuses on gaining significant practical skills in video production and editing using Adobe Creative Suite 

where you will learn how to produce a film poster and edit your own film. You will view and from an analysis based of 

learning media basics like genre, code and conventions, representation and how media is changing over time. This 

subject encourages teamwork, curiosity, creativity, imagination and problem-solving skills 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY – 10CAP7 

Photography is a creative and practical subject that introduces students to the art and techniques of digital 

photography and videography. Students will explore how to compose and capture compelling images 

using mirrorless cameras and smartphone technology. They will learn the fundamentals of lighting, composition, 

editing, and storytelling through still and moving images. Through guided projects and personal experimentation, 

students will develop technical skills and a creative eye, while also analysing photographic styles and the work of 

influential creators. Students will complete a portfolio of images and video showcasing their developing style and ideas.  
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VISUAL COMMUNCATION DESIGN – 10CAP3 

Visual Communication Design is a subject which enables students to analyse and practice visual communication 

methods in a real-world context. Students build a folio of technical and observational drawings, create visual and 

analytical responses to the design elements and principles, and experience working with the limitations of a design brief. 

The Visual Communication course is challenging and can be very rewarding. It requires constant in-class and out-of-class 

work from the students in order to pass each unit of work, and will challenge and build on their creative, 

critical, analytical and lateral thinking abilities.   

 

 

RECOMMENDED PATHWAYS  

 

                                                               Year 9                        Year 10                            VCE 

 

 

 

 

 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY ELECTIVES  
 

DATA AND DESIGN – 10TEC2 

Data has become one of the most valuable resources of the modern world, driving decisions across every industry from 

healthcare to finance to entertainment. In this subject, students explore how organisations collect, manage, and 

interpret data to solve problems and inform strategic decisions. Students will develop practical skills using industry-

relevant software tools to design and build information systems and will investigate how raw data can be transformed 

into clear, compelling visual formats that communicate meaning effectively. Alongside these technical skills, students 

will critically examine the legal and ethical responsibilities that come with handling data, including privacy, security, and 

the potential impact of data misuse. This subject is ideal for students interested in business, technology or any field 

where working with information is key. 
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY – 10TEC3 

Students will further develop their design and production skills by planning, preparing and presenting a variety of food 

products. Through practical and theoretical investigations, they will explore the role of food in health and wellbeing, 

developing an understanding of nutrition and the importance of balanced eating. Students will learn to make informed 

decisions when selecting and preparing food and build confidence in the kitchen through the development of essential 

skills including safe food handling, hygiene practices, and the correct use of tools and equipment. 

 

 

PRODUCT DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY (WOOD) – 10TEC1 

In this subject, students develop foundational making and design skills through the creation of real consumer products, 

working primarily with timber alongside a range of complementary materials. Students take ownership of their projects 

from concept through to completion, guided by a structured component that ensures essential trade skills and 

woodworking knowledge are built along the way. A strong emphasis is placed on safe workshop practices, with students 

expected to demonstrate a clear understanding of how responsible working habits underpin every stage of the 

construction process. Students will engage with the full design process — from investigating design briefs and 

developing ideas, to refining, producing, and evaluating finished products. The subject also incorporates computer-

aided design (CAD) and technical drawing, equipping students with industry-relevant skills that extend well beyond the 

workshop. 

 

PROGRAMMING AND PROBLEM SOLVING – 10TEC4 

Programming shapes nearly every aspect of modern life — from the apps on our phones to the systems that power 

hospitals, transport, and communication. In this subject, students explore how programming languages and algorithms 

are used to design creative, real-world solutions to contemporary problems. Through a structured and hands-on 

approach, students develop computational thinking skills, learning to break down complex challenges, plan solutions 

logically, and bring their ideas to life through code. This subject provides an excellent foundation for students interested 

in pursuing VCE Applied Computing – Software Development, as well as future pathways in technology, engineering and 

digital innovation. 

 

 

RECOMMENDED PATHWAYS  

 

 

                                                           Year 9                           Year 10                             VCE 
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LANGUAGES ELECTIVES  
 

ITALIAN CULTURE AND CUISINE (2 Units - Full Year) 

Do you want to be part of a smaller class with students who enjoy studying Italian?  

Do you love a challenge? Do you want to stand out from the crowd by speaking another language?  

Do you dream of travelling to one of the most visited countries on Earth?  

Do you enjoy or appreciate Italian cuisine and culture?  

Do you want to become an effective and confident communicator?  

 

Then this full year course is for you, available to current Year 9 Italian students only. 

 

This course is designed for students who may wish to pursue their studies at the Year 10 level, with a focus on food 

and culture. Students will undertake two units of Italian, developing their reading, writing, listening, speaking and 

cooking skills in both Italian and English through a variety of interactive activities. Participating students will develop 

better global awareness, an appreciation of Italian cuisine and a capacity to develop and utilise knowledge and 

effective communication skills. 

 

Topics covered 

• Italian food history 

• Regional Italian cuisine 

• Italian coffee culture 

• Italian cuisine and cultural norms around the world  

 

Proposed excursions  

 

• Italian biscuit and sweet making 

• Visit to That’s Amore food centre 

• Barista practice/training 

•  Visit to Italian restaurants 

• Fresh pasta making 

Italian biscuit and sweet making 

 

 

Where might this subject lead in future?      

 

• Tourism   

• International business i.e. commerce, trade, economics  

• Export/import industry     

• Hospitality   

• Culinary arts  

• Further Italian studies at VCE 
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MACEDONIAN - 10 MAC (2 Units - Full Year) 

This course is recommended for students who have studied the Macedonian language from Year 7-9. 

 

Students can expect:  

• to develop proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening in standard Macedonian  

• to analyse Macedonian literature  

• to express ideas clearly through various types of writing (narrative, descriptive, report, argumentative)  

• to strengthen cultural awareness and appreciation of Macedonian language heritage  

  

Topics on offer 

• Traditions and Identity- explore Macedonian festivals, food and customs.  

• History – stories about Macedonian national figures.  

• Macedonian literature (plays, drama, short story.)  

• Book presentations-story telling across cultures (folk stories compared with Australian stories).  

• Macedonians around the world (Famous Macedonians) 

 

Incursions and excursions:  

• Connecting with students in Macedonia  

• Day out in Melbourne/Skopje  

• Immigration museum 

• Macedonian Community Welfare Association  

 

Prerequisites. Students should:  

• currently studying Macedonian language  

• be performing at a C grade standard or above  

  

By the end of Year 10 students will be able to:  

• interact and exchange information using familiar sentence structures  

• understand and create texts for personal and social purposes  

• demonstrate control of basic grammar and vocabulary  

• continue their language acquisition at the VCE level   

 

Where might this subject lead in future?      

• Tourism 

• International business i.e. commerce, trade, economics    

• Exporting/importing industry 

• Teaching    

• Nursing  

• Hospitality    

• Human Services Interpreting / translating    

• retail / customer service     
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SPANISH – 10SPA (2 Units - Full Year) 

 

Why should you consider selecting Spanish in Year 10?  

 

You might be at a job interview, at university, or overseas when the question comes up: 'Do you speak any other 

languages?'  

If you have learnt another language, you are more open to understanding others around the world, 

 As well as being a global citizen, learning another language develops skills and aptitudes that will make you far more 

employable in Australia and overseas.  

Spanish is the second most spoken language in the world, opening a broad range of opportunities for you. Spanish is 

the official language in 22 countries in the world and one of the official UN languages.  

If you speak Spanish and English, you can communicate with 90% of the world’s population!  

  

Learning Spanish can boost your study score from 5 to 10 points, helping you to get a solid ATAR score in Year 12.  

• Students who include a language in their VCE receive bonus points towards their Australian Tertiary Admissions 

Rank, increasing their chance of entry to popular courses.  

• In addition, universities and other tertiary institutes increasingly consider second-language skills when deciding who 

to admit.    

  

Boost your CV!  

Speaking another language will help you meet the challenges of globalisation, including an increasingly multilingual 

jobs market. Career options extend beyond the traditional areas of interpreting and foreign affairs to journalism, aid 

work, engineering, international business, health, science, education, technology, tourism, tour 

guiding, hospitality and the Arts.  

Employers in all fields value people who speak another language because they are better thinkers, better 

communicators and better at relating to other people. 

 

Topics on offer:  

• Travel and tourism  

• Hispanic design and innovation 

• Hispanic cuisine and food/coffee culture  

• Arty and crafty Spaniards 

• Indigenous cultures in the Hispanic world  

  

Proposed excursions, incursions  

🎤  Latin Music & Dance Workshop  

🎨  Visit to the Immigration Museum and Spanish cultural exhibitions  

📚  Spanish Film Festival / Hispanic Film Screening  

🌮  Spanish Cooking Demonstration and tasting  

💻  Collaborative virtual exchange with a school in a Spanish-speaking country (pending availability)  
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RECOMMENDED PATHWAYS  

 

Year 9                                        Year 10                              

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING FOR LIFE 

 
Learning for Life is designed to equip students with the knowledge, skills and dispositions needed to thrive as confident, 

respectful and resilient young adults.  

Students explore strategies for building emotional wellbeing, managing stress, and developing resilience in the face of 

personal and social challenges. They examine the importance of identity, self-awareness and help-seeking behaviours, 

learning how to maintain positive mental health and support others in their communities. 

The subject also develops students’ understanding of human rights, social justice and ethical decision-making. Students 

investigate local and global issues, considering how rights and responsibilities influence individuals, relationships and 

broader society. They analyse power, diversity and inclusion, and learn how to advocate for fairness and equity. 

A key component of the course is respectful relationships education. Students examine the characteristics of healthy 

and unhealthy relationships, including communication, consent, boundaries and respect. They critically explore the 

impact of gender norms, stereotypes, media and social influences on relationships and behaviour. The course promotes 

safe, inclusive and respectful interactions in both face-to-face and digital environments. 

Through inquiry-based learning, real-world scenarios and reflective practice, students develop critical thinking, 

interpersonal and decision-making skills. Learning for Life empowers students to make informed choices, build positive 

relationships, and contribute responsibly to their communities. 
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2027 VCE SUBJECTS 
 

VCE SUBJECTS 

Subject Area Page 

ENGLISH 

English and EAL 35 - 36 

Literature 36 

HUMANITIES 

Business Management 37 

History – Modern History and History Revolutions 38 

Legal Studies 39 

Sociology 40 

MATHEMATICS 

Foundation Mathematics 41 

General Mathematics 42 

Mathematical Methods 43 

Specialist Mathematics 44 

SCIENCE 

Biology 45 

Chemistry  46 

Physics 47 

Psychology 48 

THE ARTS 
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Art Making and Exhibiting 49 

Media 50 

Visual Communication and Design 51 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY  

Computing – Applied Comping, Data Analysis/Software Development 52 

Food Studies 53 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

Health and Human Development  54 

Physical Education 55 

VCE VOCATIONAL MAJOR  

Literacy 56 

Numeracy 57 

Work Related Skills 57 

Personal Development Skills 58 

VICTORIAN PATHWAY CERTICATE – YEAR 12 ONLY  

Literacy 59 

Numeracy 59 

Work Related Skills 60 

Personal Development Skills 60 

VCE VM/VPS COMMUNITY ELECTIVES  

Community Food 61 

Community Physical Education 61 

Community Urban Harvest 62 

Community V-Industries 62 

Community Woodwork 62 

All information listed below has been gathered from the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority website.  For more detailed 

study designs of each of the courses offered, please visit: http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vcal/aboutvcal.aspx
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

VCE UNITS 1 – 4 
 

 

ENGLISH AND EAL  
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 

In this Unit, students engage in reading and viewing texts with 
a focus on personal connections with the story. They discuss 
and clarify the ideas and values presented by authors through 
their evocations of character, setting and plot, and through 
investigation of the point of view and/or the voice of the text. 
They develop and strengthen inferential reading and viewing 
skills, and consider the ways a text’s vocabulary, text structures 
and language features can create meaning on several levels and 
in different ways. Additionally, students engage with and 
develop an understanding of effective and cohesive writing. 
They apply, extend and challenge their understanding and use 
of imaginative persuasive and informative text through a 
growing awareness of situated contexts, stated purposes and 
audiences. Both individual and shared reading of mentor texts 
provides students with opportunities for rich discussion about 
what constitutes effective writing. Students collaborate 
through classwork to cultivate their understandings of cohesive 
and successful texts.   

In this Unit, students develop their reading and viewing skills, 
including deepening their capacity for inferential reading and 
viewing, to further open possible meanings in a text, and to 
extend their writing in response to text. Student will develop 
their skills from Unit 1 through an exploration of a different text 
type from that studied in Unit 1. Additionally, students consider 
the way arguments are developed and delivered in many forms 
of media. Through the prism of a contemporary and substantial 
local and/or national issue, students read, view and listen to a 
range of texts that attempt to position an intended audience in 
a particular context. They explore the structure of these texts, 
including contention, sequence of arguments, use of supporting 
evidence and persuasive strategies. They closely examine the 
language and the visuals employed by the author, and offer 
analysis of the intended effect on the audience. Students apply 
their knowledge of argument to create a point of view text for 
oral presentation.  
 

UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

In this Unit, students apply reading and viewing strategies to 
critically engage with a text considering its dynamics and 
complexities and reflecting on the motivations of its characters. 
They analyse the ways authors construct meaning through 
vocabulary, text structure, language features and conventions, 
and the presentation of ideas. They are provided with 
opportunities to understand and explore the historical context, 
and the social and cultural values of a text, and recognise how 
these elements influence the way a text is read or viewed, is 
understood by different audiences, and positions its readers in 
a different way. Additionally, students build the knowledge and 
skills developed through Unit 1. They read and engage 
imaginatively and critically with mentor texts, and effective and 
cohesive writing within identified contexts. Through close 
reading, students expand their understanding of the diverse 
ways that vocabulary, text structures, language features, 
conventions and ideas can interweave to create compelling 
texts. They further consider mentor texts through their 

In this Unit, students apply reading and viewing strategies to 
engage with a text, and discuss and analyse the ways authors 
construct meaning in a text through the presentation of ideas, 
concerns and conflicts, and the use of vocabulary, text 
structures and language features. They engage with the 
dynamics of a text and explore the explicit and implicit ideas and 
values presented in a text. They recognise and explain the ways 
the historical context, and social and cultural values can affect 
a reader, and analyse how these social and cultural values are 
presented. Additionally, students analyse the use of argument 
and language, and visuals in texts that debate a contemporary 
and significant national or international issue. Students read, 
view and/or listen to a variety of texts from the media including 
print and digital, and audio and audio visual, and develop their 
understanding of the ways in which arguments and language 
complement one another to position and intended audience in 
relation to a selected issue.  
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understanding of the ways that purpose, context (including 
mode), and specific and situated audiences influence and shape 
writing.  

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
 Writer, Librarian, Critic, Lawyer, Journalist, Editor, Politician, Diplomat, Teacher, Lecturer and Publisher. 

 

NOTE: It is compulsory for all students to study a Unit 1-4 sequence in at least one English study to attain their VCE 

certificate. Students who are eligible may also choose to study English as an Additional Language (EAL)   

and this counts as their 1 – 4 English sequence.  

 

 

 

LITERATURE  
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: Reading Practices and Literary 
Movements 

UNIT 2: Voices of Country and Texts in Context 

This unit introduces students to different ways of reading and 
interpreting literary texts. In Outcome 1: Reading Practices, 
students examine how language, structure, and stylistic choices 
are used in a range of literary forms. Students will read, discuss, 
and write about texts to reflect on how different experiences 
and contexts shape their own and others’ understanding and 
interpretation of text. In Outcome 2: Exploration of Literary 
Movements and Genres, students study distinctive forms of 
literature—such as science-fiction, Romanticism, and Gothic 
horror —and consider the ideas, conventions, and concerns 
common within these movements. 

In this unit, students explore literature with a strong cultural 
and contextual focus. Outcome 1: Voices of Country centres on 
the perspectives and experiences of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander authors and creators. Students reflect on how texts 
explore the impact of colonisation and examine culture and 
identity. In Outcome 2: The Text in its Context, students study a 
text within its historical, cultural, and zsocial setting. They 
analyse how a particular time period or culture influences the 
representation of ideas, characters, and events. 

UNIT 3: Adaptations and Interpretations UNIT 4: Creative and Analytical Responses 

This unit focuses on how meaning can shift when texts are 
adapted into different forms. In Outcome 1: Adaptations and 
Transformations, students explore how novels, plays, or other 
literary works are transformed into film or live performances. 
They analyse similarities and differences in meaning, 
construction, and interpretation. In Outcome 2: Developing 
Interpretations, students investigate the values and viewpoints 
suggested by a text. They consider how texts critique aspects of 
human behaviour and how different audiences across time may 
interpret a work differently. 

In the final unit, students consolidate their interpretive and 
creative skills. Outcome 1: Creative Responses requires students 
to produce imaginative responses to texts and reflect on the 
connections between their creations and the original works. 
These tasks assess students' ability to understand and 
reimagine texts with insight. In Outcome 2: Close Analyses, 
students perform detailed examinations of selected passages, 
considering how key moments contribute to the meaning of the 
text as a whole and how they support various interpretations. 

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
 

Journalist, Author, Editor, Publisher, Copywriter, Screenwriter, Academic, Teacher/Lecturer, Writer, Lawyer, Literary Agent, Film 
and Television Producer, Marketing Manager, Advertiser, Librarian, Archivist, Diplomat, Public Servant, Curator and Critic. 
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: Planning a Business UNIT 2: Establishing a Business 

In this unit, students are introduced to the foundational 
elements of starting a business. They explore how and why 
business ideas are developed and consider how innovation and 
entrepreneurship can be fostered at a national level. Students 
investigate the internal and external environments that 
influence business planning. This includes understanding macro 
and operating factors (external), as well as the internal business 
environment and how these elements affect the decisions 
made when establishing a business. 

This unit focuses on the key aspects of setting up a business. 
Students learn the importance of complying with legal 
obligations and maintaining proper financial records. They 
explore how to establish policies and procedures that support 
smooth business operations. Marketing strategies are also 
covered, with emphasis on building a customer base and using 
case studies to understand public relations. In addition, 
students investigate staffing needs and assess management 
approaches from both employer and employee perspectives. 
Many students find this subject engaging because it offers 
practical insight into how large-scale organisations function. 

UNIT 3: Managing a Business UNIT 4: Transforming a Business 

In this unit, students explore how businesses are managed and 
the key strategies used to achieve business objectives. They 
examine different management styles, leadership approaches, 
and ways businesses improve employee motivation, efficiency, 
and performance. Students also investigate the role of 
operations management in producing goods and services, with 
a focus on quality, productivity, and business success in a 
competitive environment. 

This unit examines how businesses manage change. Students 
use key performance indicators (KPIs) to assess current 
performance and identify driving and restraining forces that 
influence change. They evaluate various strategies managers 
can use to position a business for future success. Additionally, 
students analyse the implementation of change and consider 
the effects on different stakeholders. The unit encourages 
critical thinking about how change is handled in dynamic 
business environments and what makes such transitions 
successful. 

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Business and Commerce, Marketing and Advertising, Human Resource Management, Accounting and Finance, Entrepreneurship 
and Small Business, Project and Operations Management, Retail and Customer Service, Economics and International Business, 

Event Management, Public Administration and Management. 
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HISTORY - MODERN HISTORY AN HISTORY REVOLUTIONS  
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: Twentieth Century History (1918–1939) UNIT 2: Twentieth Century History (1945–2000) 

Students explore the aftermath of World War I and the rise of 
ideologies that contributed to conflict. They examine peace 
treaties, authoritarian regimes, and the causes of World War II. 
The unit also focuses on cultural and social change in countries 
such as Germany, Italy, the USSR, Japan, and the USA.  

This unit investigates the Cold War and its impact on global 
politics and societies. Students analyse specific conflicts and 
explore causes of societal change. They study two significant 
movements or events that challenged traditional ideas in the 
second half of the 20th century.  

UNIT 3: History Revolutions – Causes of 
Revolution 

UNIT 4: History Revolutions – Consequences of 
Revolution 

Students analyse the ideas, individuals, events, and popular 
movements that led to revolution. Revolutions covered include 
the American, French, Russian and/or Chinese. The focus is on 
the origins of revolutionary movements and the breakdown of 
old regimes. 

This unit explores the outcomes and effects of revolutions on 
society, governance, and daily life. Students evaluate how 
revolutionary ideals were implemented, resisted, or 
transformed, and assess the extent of social, political, and 
economic change.  

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
History and Archaeology, Law and Politics, Teaching and Education, Journalism and Media, International Relations, Public Policy 

and Government, Museum and Heritage Work, Sociology and Cultural Studies, Research and Academia. 
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LEGAL STUDIES 
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: Guilt and Liability Unit 2: Sanctions, Remedies and Rights  

Students explore the foundations of the legal system, including 
sources and types of law. They investigate criminal law 
concepts, such as the presumption of innocence, and apply 
reasoning to hypothetical cases. They also study civil law, 
focusing on liability and dispute resolution.  

This unit looks deeper into criminal sanctions and civil remedies. 
Students explore how the principles of justice apply in each case 
type. They also examine how rights are protected in Australia, 
compare this with another country, and assess the influence of 
legal cases on the rights of individuals.  

UNIT 3: Rights and Justice UNIT 4: The People and the Law 

Students examine the criminal and civil justice systems in 
Victoria. They consider the rights of accused persons and 
victims, how criminal and civil cases are resolved, and whether 
these systems uphold the principles of fairness, equality, and 
access. 

In this final unit, students focus on the role of the Australian 
Constitution and how it checks parliamentary lawmaking. They 
analyse how individuals and institutions influence legal change 
and evaluate the effectiveness of parliament and courts in 
responding to changing societal needs.  
 

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Law and Legal practice, Criminology and Justice Studies, Policing and Law Enforcement, Politics and Public Policy, Human Rights 
and Advocacy, Business and Corporate Services, Government and Public Administration, Journalism and Media, Social Work and 

Community Services, Education and Research. 
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SOCIOLOGY 
 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: Youth and Family UNIT 2: Social Norms: Breaking the Code 

This unit is divided into two outcomes. Outcome 1 focuses on 
youth as a social category, exploring how Australian society has 
historically and currently understands youth. It considers the 
experiences of young people and how social categories shape 
identity. Outcome 2 examines the concept of family, exploring 
various definitions and how families have evolved. Students 
analyse diverse family experiences across cultures and time, 
including the influences and roles families play as social 
institutions. 

Outcome 1 delves into the concept of deviance, exploring how 
and why behaviours are labelled as deviant. Students evaluate 
sociological theories and examine the role of moral panic. 
Outcome 2 focuses on crime in Australia, considering the goals 
of punishment and how different methods influence behaviour. 
Students critically assess the justice system and its role in 
shaping societal norms. 

UNIT 3: Culture and Ethnicity UNIT 4: Community, Social Movements and Social 
Change 

Outcome 1 explores Australian Indigenous culture, investigating 
how it has been represented in media and public discourse both 
historically and in contemporary times. Students evaluate 
changes in awareness and societal views. Outcome 2 shifts 
focus to ethnicity, analysing experiences of ethnic identity in 
Australia. Students consider how culture is formed, how 
diversity is experienced, and the factors influencing belonging 
and inclusion in a multicultural society.  

Outcome 1 investigates how the concept of community has 
changed and how communities are experienced today. 
Students also analyse one specific community in detail. 
Outcome 2 focuses on social movements, studying their aims, 
strategies, and influence on social change. Students investigate 
a particular movement to understand its context and impact on 
society. 

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Social Work and Community Services, Psychology and Counselling, Teaching and Education, Criminology and Law, Politics and 

International Relations, Journalism and Media, Youth Work and Social Policy, Health and Welfare Services. 
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FOUNDATION MATHS 
 

COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW 

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 

Unit 1 focuses on providing students with the mathematical 
knowledge, skills and understanding to solve problems in real 
contexts for a range of workplace, personal, further learning 
and community settings relevant to contemporary society.    
You will investigate topics such as number and financial 

mathematics, measurement, geometry, statistics, and the use 

of formulas. You will learn to interpret information, perform 

calculations, estimate and check the reasonableness of 

solutions, and communicate mathematical ideas using 

appropriate language, representations, and technology. 
You will develop skills with real-world scenarios involving 

personal finance, budgeting, measurement, data collection and 

analysis, and workplace applications. You will develop problem-

solving strategies and mathematical reasoning skills while 

building confidence in selecting and applying appropriate 

mathematical techniques. 

Unit 2 further develops students’ mathematical knowledge and 
skills through practical, real-world applications. The course 
focuses on building confidence in using mathematics to solve 
problems encountered in everyday life, work, and further study. 
You will explore topics including measurement, geometry, 
financial mathematics, data analysis, probability, and the use of 
formulas and technology.  
You will develop skills in budgeting, personal finance, workplace 
calculations, interpreting data displays, and measuring and 
designing spaces. Emphasis is placed on developing numeracy 
skills, mathematical reasoning, and effective communication of 
solutions. 
You will be able to apply mathematical concepts and techniques 
to investigate practical problems, make informed decisions 
using data, and confidently use mathematics in everyday, 
vocational, and community settings. 
 

UNIT 3:  UNIT 4:  

Unit 3 covers the following topic areas: ‘Algebra, number and 
structure’, ‘Data analysis, probability and statistics’, 
‘Discrete mathematics’ and ‘Space and measurement’.  
These four areas of study are to be completed over both units 3 
& 4. 
You will focus on developing and applying mathematical skills in 
practical, personal, community, and workplace contexts. You 
will build confidence in using mathematics to investigate, model 
and solve problems that arise in everyday life and employment 
settings. 

Unit 4 covers the following topic areas: ‘Algebra, number and 
structure’, ‘Data analysis, probability and statistics’, 
‘Discrete mathematics’ and ‘Space and measurement’. 
These four areas of study are to be completed over both units 3 
& 4. 
You will build confidence in using mathematics confidently and 
effectively in further education, training, employment and 
everyday life by strengthening your numeracy skills and your 
capacity to apply mathematics in a wide range of real-world 
situations. 

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
It is an ideal pathway for students aiming directly for apprenticeships, traineeships and TAFE certificates. These include 

Hospitality, Retail, Real Estate Agent and Construction Industry. 
 

 

Note: All students are required to have a scientific calculator.  
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GENERAL MATHEMATICS 
 

This Mathematics pathway is the most commonly adopted by VCE students and provides course of study for a broad 

range of students and potential pathways.  

 

COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 

General Maths focuses on everyday maths applications.  
You will use and apply previously learned Algebraic and Linear 
Graphing skills. You will also be introduced to a new topic 
of Matrices.  
You will study Statistics and how they are used to support or 
reject arguments. How do we know a species is evolving? How 
do we know that smoking causes lung cancer? These are real 
situations where statistics can be used.  
 

You will continue to build on previous skills from Unit 1. New 
areas of learning will teach you all about Bivariate Data, Graphs 
& Networks and Financial Maths. You will learn how to simplify 
and summarize information to find out what is or isn't possible 
as well as how to solve problems and make decisions.  

UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Unit 3 focuses on real life application of mathematics.  
It contains Data analysis and Recursion and Financial modelling 

and is intended to provide a sound platform for life experiences 

with loans and investments and statistics. You will analyse a 

range of financial situations, and using technology to solve 

related problems involving interest, appreciation and 

depreciation, loans, annuities and perpetuities. You will analyse 

response and explanatory variables, linear regression, causation 

and correlation, data transformation, time series and making 

predictions. 

 

Assumed knowledge and skills for General Mathematics Units 3 
and 4 are contained in General Mathematics Units 1 and 2. 

Unit 4 continues to focus on real life applications of 
mathematics. It contains Matrices and Networks and Decision 
mathematics. You will analyse different kinds of undirected and 
directed graphs, Eulerian trails, Eulerian circuits, bridges, 
Hamiltonian paths and cycles, and the use of networks to model 
and solve problems involving travel, connection, flow, 
matching, allocation and scheduling. You will investigate 
communication and dominance matrices, transition matrices 
modelling the change in populations. 
 
 
Assumed knowledge and skills for General Mathematics Units 3 
and 4 are contained in General Mathematics Units 1 and 2. 
 

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Early Childhood Education, Secondary Education, IT, Scientist, Bioscientist, Banking Finance, Economics, Business and 

Construction Industry. 

 

Further Information: 

General Mathematics is the subject that most students select to study in Year 11 and then continue into Year 12. It 

provides a continuation to the mathematics learnt in previous years and teaches general and applicable everyday skills 

likely to be needed across a range of employment fields.  All students are required to have a CAS calculator.           
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MATHEMATICAL METHODS 
 

VCE Mathematical Methods covers more challenging and applied Mathematical concepts than 

General   Mathematics.   

  

Mathematical Methods (CAS) Units 1 and 2 have a closely sequenced development of material, intended as 

preparation for Mathematical Methods (CAS) Units 3 and 4. Mathematical Methods (CAS) Units 3 and 4 may be taken 

alone or in conjunction with either Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 or General Mathematics Units 3 and 4. 

 

COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 

Unit 1 focuses on a variety of topics from the areas of 
"Functions, relations and graphs", "Algebra, number 
and structure", "Calculus" and "Data analysis, probability 
and statistics". In completing these topics students will be 
expected to build upon previously acquired skills and 
knowledge from Year 10.  

Unit 2 provides more breadth and depth in topics from the areas 
of "Functions, relations and graphs", "Algebra, number and 
structure", "Calculus" and "Data analysis, probability 
and statistics". The skills and knowledge acquired in Unit 1 will 
continue to be built upon in preparation for Units 3 & 4 
Mathematical Methods (CAS). 

UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Unit 3 continues to focus on topics from the areas of "Functions, 
relations and graphs", "Algebra, number and structure", 
"Calculus" and "Data analysis, probability and statistics". These 
topics which increase in complexity throughout Units 3 and 4. 
Students will be assessed through one application task (Unit 3) 
which spans across two or more of the four areas of study.  

Unit 4 continues to focus on topics from the areas of "Functions, 
relations and graphs", "Algebra, number and structure", 
"Calculus" and "Data analysis probability and statistics". Again, 
these topics will increase in complexity throughout Units 3 and 
4. Students will be assessed through two tasks (Unit 
4) on two areas of study: a modelling task on Calculus and a 
problem-solving task on Probability.  

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Science, Medicine, Engineering, Veterinary Science, Dentistry, Biomedicine, Optometry, Information Technology and Accounting. 

 

 

Further information: 

Students must have achieved a 70% average over their two Year 10 Maths exams if they are to cope effectively with the 

demands of Methods in year 11 and 12.  

• Students wishing to study Mathematical Methods without an endorsement will be required to make 

up additional work and demonstrate a level of achievement as specified by the head of faculty prior to the 

beginning of the VCE year.  

• Students wanting to study Mathematical Methods at year 11 must attain endorsement from their Mathematics 

teacher prior to subject selection day.  

• All Students are required to have a CAS calculator.  
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SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS 

MATHEMATICAL METHODS 

COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 

This subject is a course of study for students who wish to 
undertake an in-depth study of Mathematics. It builds on the 
topics introduced in Mathematical Methods Units 1 & 2. 
Mathematical Methods should be studied alongside Specialist 
Mathematics Unit 1 & 2 to provide a strong foundation for 
further study in Specialist Mathematics Units 3 & 4. 
Unit 1 focuses on the Areas of Study, ‘Algebra, 
number and structure’ and ‘Discrete mathematics’. ‘Space and 
measurement’. 
Unit 1 emphasises the development of logical thinking, 
analytical reasoning and mathematical proof. Students learn to 
represent mathematical ideas in multiple ways, make 
connections between concepts, and communicate solutions 
using precise mathematical language and notation. 
Study in this subject involves rigorous mathematical application 
and requires very sound mathematical skills as well as the ability 
and willingness to acquire and apply new algebraic skills.  

Unit 2 builds on the knowledge and skills developed in Unit 1, 
further extending students’ understanding of advanced 
mathematical concepts, techniques and applications. It 
provides more breadth and depth in topics from the Areas of 
Study, ‘Algebra, number and structure’, ‘Space and 
measurement’, ‘Functions, relations and graphs’ and ‘Data 
analysis, probability and statistics’.  
You will investigate patterns and relationships, apply 
mathematical techniques to complex problems, and use 
technology to support exploration, analysis and 
communication.  

UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

Unit 3 consists of content from the areas of study, ‘Discrete 
mathematics, ‘Functions, relations and graphs’, ‘Algebra, 
number and structure’, ‘Calculus’ and 
‘Space and measurement’. Students are expected to be able to 
apply techniques both with and without the use of technology.  
To succeed in Specialist Mathematics Units 3 & 4, you are 
expected to be familiar with the key knowledge and skills from 
both Mathematical Methods 1 & 2 and Specialist Mathematics 
1 & 2. Specialist Mathematics Units 3 & 4 are designed to be 
taken concurrently with or following the completion of 
Mathematical Methods Units 3 & 4. 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 4 provides more breadth and depth in topics from the 
remaining content in the areas of study, ‘Discrete 
mathematics, ‘Functions, relations and graphs’, ‘Algebra, 
number and structure’, ‘Calculus’ and 
‘Space and measurement’. Other areas of study include ‘Data 
analysis, probability and statistics’. Students are expected to be 
able to apply techniques both with and without the use of 
technology.  
In undertaking Units 3 & 4, you will apply a wide range of 

mathematical techniques, including working with numbers 

(rational, real, and complex), sets, lists, tables, vectors, 

diagrams, and geometric constructions. They will use algebra, 

equations, graphs, algorithms, and calculus (differentiation, 

anti-differentiation, and integration), along with statistical 

methods for drawing conclusions (inference). These skills will be 

used with and without the support of technology. 

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Mathematics, Engineering, Astronomy, Intelligence, Veterinary Science, Dentistry, Biomedicine, Optometry, Information 

Technology and Accounting. 

 

Note: All students are required to have a CAS calculator.  
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BIOLOGY  
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: How Do Organisms Regulate Their 
Functions? 

UNIT 2: How Does Inheritance Impact on 
Diversity? 

This unit examines the cell as the structural and functional unit 
of life. Students focus on cell growth, replacement and death, 
and the role of stem cells in differentiation, specialisation and 
renewal of cells. They explore how systems function through 
cell specialisation in vascular plants and animals and consider 
the role homeostatic mechanisms play in maintaining an 
animal’s internal environment.  
Students will design, plan and report on their own individual 
investigation related to the function of cells or systems.  

 

This unit focuses on reproduction and the transmission of 
biological information from generation to generation and the 
impacts this has on species diversity. Students will explain the 
inheritance of characteristics and analyse patterns of 
inheritance.  
Additionally, they will analyse advantages and disadvantages of 
sexual and asexual reproduction, as well as explore 
interdependences between species.  
Students will individually investigate and report on a 
contemporary ethical issue in genetics, reproductive science, 
inheritance, or adaptations and interdependencies beneficial 
for survival.  

UNIT 3: How Do Cells Maintain Life? UNIT 4: How Does Life Change and Respond to 
Challenges? 

In this unit, students investigate the workings of the cell from 
several perspectives. They analyse the structure and function of 
nucleic acids as information molecules, gene structure and 
expression in prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells, and proteins as a 
diverse group of functional molecules.  
They examine the biological consequences of manipulating the 
DNA molecule and applying biotechnologies. Students explore 
the structure, regulation and rate of biochemical pathways, 
with reference to photosynthesis and cellular respiration. They 
explore how the application of biotechnologies to biochemical 
pathways could lead to improvements in agricultural practices.  

  
 

In this unit, students consider the continual change and 
challenges to which life on Earth has been, and continues to be, 
subjected. They study the human immune system and the 
interactions between its components to provide immunity to a 
specific pathogen.  
Students consider how evolutionary biology is based on the 
accumulation of evidence over time. They examine the 
evidence for relatedness between species and change in life 
forms over time using evidence from palaeontology, structural 
morphology, molecular homology and comparative genomics.  
Students also examine the evidence for structural trends in the 
human fossil record, recognising that interpretations can be 
contested, refined or replaced when challenged by new 
evidence.  

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Doctor, Nurse, Veterinarian, Physiotherapist, Pharmacist, Dentist, Psychologist, Biomedical Scientist, Genetic Counsellor, 
Laboratory Technician, Microbiologist, Biotechnologist, Environmental Scientist, Conservation Biologist, Marine Biologist, 
Zoologist, Ecologist, Forensic Scientist, Science Teacher, University Lecturer, Researcher, Agricultural Scientist, Nutritionist, 
Paramedic and Public Health Officer. 
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CHEMISTRY  
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: How Can the Diversity of Materials Be 
Explained? 

UNIT 2: What Makes Water Such a Unique 
Chemical? 

This unit explores the development and use of materials for 
specific purposes, which is a vital aspect of human progress. 
Students investigate a wide range of materials including metals, 
salts, polymers, and nanomaterials. Using their understanding 
of elements and atomic structure, they examine the 
relationships between a material’s properties, its structure, and 
the bonding forces that exist within and between particles. 
These particles range in size from the visible to nanoparticles, 
molecules, and atoms. The unit encourages students to connect 
atomic theory with the observable properties of different 
substances. 

In this unit, students focus on water — Earth’s most widely used 
solvent. They investigate its physical and chemical properties, 
the types of reactions that occur in water, and techniques for 
water analysis. Key areas include water’s polarity, the forces 
between molecules, solubility, concentration, pH, and common 
reactions such as precipitation, acid-base, and redox. Students 
are introduced to both qualitative and quantitative analysis, 
using stoichiometry and instrumental procedures 
to determine concentrations of substances in water samples, 
including pollutants and contaminants. 

UNIT 3: How Can Chemical Processes Be Designed 
to Optimise Efficiency? 

UNIT 4: How Are Organic Compounds Categorised, 
Analysed and Used? 

As global demand for energy and materials rises, this unit 
focuses on the sustainable production of materials and energy. 
Students examine various energy sources — fossil fuels, 
biofuels, galvanic cells, electrolytic cells, and fuel cells — and 
compare their efficiency, renewability, and environmental 
impact. They investigate the factors affecting reaction rates and 
learn to apply equilibrium laws and Le Chatelier’s principle to 
maximise yield and efficiency in chemical processes. This unit 
highlights the intersection of chemistry with energy and 
environmental concerns.  

The final unit explores the chemistry of carbon — a key element 
in organic compounds. Students examine the structure, 
bonding, typical reactions, and practical uses of major families 
of organic compounds, including those present in food and 
pharmaceuticals. They learn to interpret data from 
instrumental techniques to determine or confirm the structure 
of organic compounds. Volumetric analysis is used to measure 
concentrations in mixtures. The unit culminates in designing 
synthetic pathways to create specific organic molecules from 
given starting materials.  

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Chemist, Chemical Engineer, Pharmacist, Doctor, Nurse, Dentist, Veterinarian, Forensic Scientist, Toxicologist, Environmental 
Scientist, Food Scientist, Materials Scientist, Laboratory Technician, Biochemist, Pharmacologist, Science Teacher, University 
Lecturer, Researcher, Water Quality Analyst, Agricultural Scientist, Cosmetic Chemist, Industrial Chemist, Process Engineer, Quality 
Control Analyst, Nanotechnologist, Patent Lawyer and Science Communicator. 
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PHYSICS 
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: How Can Thermal Effects Be Explained?  UNIT 2: What Do Experiments Reveal About the 
Physical World? 

In this area of study, students investigate the thermodynamic 
principles related to heating processes, including concepts of 
temperature, energy, and work. They examine the 
environmental impacts of Earth’s thermal systems and human 
activities, particularly focusing on surface materials, 
greenhouse gas emissions, and the contribution to the 
enhanced greenhouse effect. Students also learn to analyse the 
strengths and limitations of the collection and interpretation of 
thermal data to better understand and engage with climate 
science debates.  

This unit encourages students to explore the power of 
experiments in the development of models and theories. 
Students investigate a variety of phenomena by making 
observations and generating questions, leading to the design 
and execution of experiments. They engage with a combination 
of core and optional topics such as astrobiology, astrophysics, 
bioelectricity, biomechanics, electronics, flight, medical physics, 
nuclear energy, nuclear physics, optics, sound, and sports 
science, applying their learning to real-world and theoretical 
contexts.  

UNIT 3: How Do Fields Explain Motion and 
Electricity? 

UNIT 4: How Can Two Contradictory Models 
Explain Both Light and Matter? 

Students explore how energy is used in daily life and how 
electricity is generated and transmitted to homes. The unit also 
examines forces that act at a distance, leading to a deeper 
understanding of gravitational, electric, and magnetic fields. 
Students apply Newton’s laws to investigate motion in one and 
two dimensions and are introduced to Einstein’s theories to 
understand the motion of objects travelling at very 
high speeds.  

In this unit, students examine the wave and particle models 
used to explain the behaviour of light and matter. They explore 
the wave model’s application in understanding properties like 
diffraction and interference and then analyse the particle 
model, particularly in explaining phenomena such as the 
photoelectric effect. Through this, students gain insight into the 
dual nature of light and the complexities of physical theories.  

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Physicist, Engineer, Mechanical Engineer, Electrical Engineer, Civil Engineer, Aerospace Engineer, Biomedical Engineer, 
Environmental Engineer, Renewable Energy Engineer, Data Scientist, Software Developer, Robotics Engineer, Astronomer, 
Astrophysicist, Medical Physicist, Radiographer, Science Teacher, University Lecturer, Researcher, Laboratory Technician, Climate 
Scientist, Materials Scientist, Acoustics Consultant, Telecommunications Technician, Pilot, Architect and Defence Scientist. 
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PSYCHOLOGY 
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: How Are Behaviour and Mental Processes 
Shaped? 

UNIT 2: How Do External Factors Influence 
Behaviour and Mental Processes? 

Students investigate how understanding of brain structure and 
function has developed over time. They explore how the brain 
enables interaction with the world, focusing on brain plasticity 
and the effects of brain damage. Biological, psychological, and 
social influences on development are examined, offering 
insights into how different factors shape human behaviour and 
mental processes.  

This unit focuses on the processes of sensation and perception, 
particularly vision and taste, and how these influence individual 
experience. Students examine the relationship between stimuli 
and perception and investigate how biological, psychological, 
and social factors shape individual and group behaviours. Key 
concepts include attitude formation, prejudice, discrimination, 
helping behaviour, and bullying. 

UNIT 3: How Does Experience Affect Behaviour 
and Mental Processes? 

UNIT 4: How Is Mental Wellbeing Supported and 
Maintained? 

Students explore how human experiences shape behaviour and 
mental processes. They study the nervous system's role in 
responding to stimuli and how neurotransmitters like dopamine 
and serotonin influence functioning. Stress is examined as a 
psychobiological process using models such as Selye’s GAS and 
Lazarus and Folkman’s model, including the role of the gut–
brain axis. Students investigate learning through classical, 
operant, and observational models and examine memory 
processes using models like Atkinson-Shiffrin’s. They explore 
brain structures involved in memory and compare mnemonic 
strategies, including Aboriginal songlines.  

Students explore consciousness and altered states, including 
sleep and its disruptions. They consider mental health and 
illness, focusing on the biopsychosocial model to understand 
and manage specific phobias. Students learn about protective 
and risk factors and physiological strategies that promote 
wellbeing. A major component includes designing and 
presenting a scientific investigation related to mental 
processes.  

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Psychologist, Clinical Psychologist, Educational Psychologist, Counsellor, Social Worker, Youth Worker, Mental Health Support 
Worker, Occupational Therapist, Speech Pathologist, Teacher, School Wellbeing Coordinator, Researcher, University Lecturer, 
Human Resources Officer, Organisational Psychologist, Forensic Psychologist, Criminologist, Case Manager, Community Services 
Worker, Rehabilitation Consultant, Behaviour Support Practitioner, Child Protection Worker, Policy Officer, Health Promotion 
Officer and Neuroscience Researcher. 
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ART MAKING AND EXHIBITING  
 

 

COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: Exploring Materials and Techniques UNIT 2: Developing Ideas and Artworks  

Students explore materials, techniques and processes in a 
range of art forms. They expand their knowledge and 
understanding of the characteristics, properties and application 
of materials used in art making. They explore selected materials 
to understand how they relate to specific art forms and how 
they can be used in the making of artworks. Students also 
explore the historical development of specific art forms and 
investigate how the characteristics, properties and use of 
materials and techniques have changed over time. Throughout 
their investigation students become aware of and understand 
the safe handling of materials they use. 
 

Students continue to research how artworks are made by 
investigating how artists use aesthetic qualities 
to represent ideas in artworks. They broaden their investigation 
to understand how artworks are displayed to audiences, and 
how ideas are represented to communicate meaning. Students 
respond to a set theme and progressively develop their own 
ideas. Students learn how to develop their ideas using 
materials, techniques and processes, and art elements and art 
principles. They consolidate these ideas to plan and make 
finished artworks, reflecting on their knowledge and 
understanding of the aesthetic qualities of artworks. The 
planning and development of at least one finished artwork are 
documented in their Visual Arts journal. 

UNIT 3: Investigating and Developing Artworks UNIT 4: Refining and Resolving Artworks  

In this unit, students are actively engaged in art making using 
materials, techniques and processes. They explore contexts, 
subject matter and ideas to develop artworks in imaginative 
and creative ways. They also investigate how artists use visual 
language to represent ideas and meaning in artworks. The 
materials, techniques and processes of the art form the 
students work with are fundamental to the artworks they make. 

Students make connections to the artworks they have made in 
Unit 3, consolidating and extending their ideas and art making 
to further refine and resolve artworks in specific art forms. The 
progressive resolution of these artworks is documented in the 
student’s Visual Arts journal, demonstrating their developing 
technical skills in a specific art form as well as their refinement 
and resolution of subject matter, ideas, visual language, 
aesthetic qualities and style. Students also reflect on their 
selected finished artworks and evaluate the materials, 
techniques and processes used to make them. 

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Practicing Artist, Commercial Artist, Courtroom Artist, Tattoo Artist, Printmaker, Art Therapist, Gallery Curator, Art Conservator, 

Art Historian, Art Publicist, Exhibition Designer, Animator, Illustrator, Set Designer and Special Effects Makeup Artist. 
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MEDIA 
 

 

COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1:  Media Forms, Representation and 
Australian Stories  

UNIT 2: Narrative Across Media Forms 

In unit 1, students develop an understanding of audiences and 
the core concepts underpinning the construction of 
representations and meaning in different media forms. They 
explore media codes and conventions and the construction of 
meaning in media products. 

Students analyse how representations, narratives and media 
codes and conventions contribute to the construction of the 
media realities that audiences read and engage with. 

Students develop an understanding of the features of Australian 
fictional and non-fictional narratives in different media forms 

In unit 2, students further develop an understanding of the 
concept of narrative in media products and forms in different 
contexts. Narratives in both traditional and newer forms include 
film, television, digital streamed productions, audio news, print, 
photography, games and interactive digital forms. Students 
analyse the influence of developments in media technologies 
on individuals and society; design, production and distribution 
of narratives in the media; and audience engagement, 
consumption and reception. 

Students undertake production activities to design and create 
narratives that demonstrate an awareness of the structures and 
media codes and conventions appropriate to corresponding 
media forms. 

 

UNIT 3: Media Narratives, Contexts and  
Pre-Production 

UNIT 4: Media Production; Agency and Control in 
and of the Media 

In unit 3, students explore stories that circulate in society 
through a close analysis of a media narrative. 
students develop media language and terminology and a 
deeper understanding of how codes and narrative conventions 
are combined in a narrative. They study how social, historical, 
institutional, culture, economic and political contexts may 
influence the construction of media narratives and audience 
readings. Students use the pre-production stage of the media 
production process to design the production of a media product 
for a specified audience.  
They explore and experiment with media technologies to 
develop skills in their selected media form and reflect on and 
document their progress. 
 

In unit 4, Students use the pre-production stage of the media 
production process to design the production of a media product 
for a specified audience. They explore and experiment with 
media technologies to develop skills in their selected media 
form and reflect on and document their progress.  

In this unit, students view a range of media products that 
demonstrate a range of values and views, and they analyse the 
role that media products and their creators play within the 
contexts of their time and place of production. 

Students explore the relationship between the media and 
audiences, focusing on the opportunities and challenges 
afforded by current developments in the media industry. They 
consider the nature of communication between the media and 
audiences, explore the capacity of the media to be used by 
governments, institutions and audiences, and analyse the role 
of the Australian government in regulating the media 

 

CAREER  CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Film Director, Video Editor, Cinematographer, Screenwriter, Producer, Photographer, Sound Designer, Animator, Graphic 

Designer, Content Creator, YouTuber, Podcast Producer and Game Designer. 
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VISUAL COMMUNICATION & DESIGN 
 

Students are expected to have studied VCD in Years 9 and 10 to come into the VCE years with a broad knowledge of 

Visual Communication Design curriculum, terminology, practice and expectations. It is not recommended that 

students without prior experience undertake Units 1–4.  

 

COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: Finding, Reframing and Resolving Design 
Problems 

UNIT 2: Design Contexts and Connections  

In this unit, students are introduced to the practices and 
processes used by designers to identify, reframe and resolve 
human-centred design problems. They learn how design can 
improve life and living for people, communities and societies, 
and how understandings of good design have changed over 
time. Students learn the value of human-centred research 
methods, working collaboratively to discover design problems 
and understand the perspectives of stakeholders. They draw on 
these new insights to determine communication needs and 
prepare design criteria in the form of a brief.  

Students draw on conceptions of good design, human-centred 
research methods and influential design factors as they revisit 
the VCD design process, applying the model in its entirety. 
Practical tasks across the unit focus on the design of 
environments and interactive experiences. Students adopt the 
practices of design specialists working in fields such as 
architecture, landscape architecture and interior design, while 
discovering the role of the interactive designer in the realm of 
user-experience (UX). Methods, media and materials are 
explored together with the design elements and principles, as 
students develop spaces and interfaces that respond to both 
contextual factors and user needs. 

UNIT 3: Visual Communication in Design Practice UNIT 4: Delivering Design Solutions 

In this unit, students explore and experience the ways in which 
designers work, while also analysing the work that they design. 
Through a study of contemporary designers practising in one or 
more fields of design practice, students gain deep insights into 
the processes used to design messages, 
objects, environments and/or interactive experiences. They 
compare the contexts in which designers work, together with 
their relationships, responsibilities and the role of visual 
language when communicating and resolving design ideas. 
Students also identify the obligations and factors that influence 
the changing nature of professional design practice, while 
developing their own practical skills in relevant visual 
communication practices.  

In this unit, students continue to explore the VCD design 
process, resolving design concepts and presenting solutions for 
two distinct communication needs. Ideas developed in Unit 3, 
Outcome 3 are evaluated, selected, refined and shared with 
others for further review. An iterative cycle is undertaken as 
students rework ideas, revisit research and review design 
criteria defined in the brief. Manual and digital 
methods, media and materials are explored together with 
design elements and principles, and concepts tested using 
models, mock-ups or low-fidelity prototypes. 

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Graphic Design, Illustration, Animation, Advertising, Product Design, Photography, Industrial Design, Fashion Design, Web 

Design, Building Design, Furniture Design and Architecture. 
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COMPUTING  
 

 

COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: APPLIED COMPUTING UNIT 2: APPLIED COMPUTING 

Applied Computing in Units 1 and 2 equips students with broad, 
transferrable skills in areas like collaboration, design thinking, 
and information literacy. These units provide foundational 
knowledge for both of the specialisation streams offered in 
Units 3 and 4. In Unit 1, students explore two main areas: Area 
of Study 1 (AOS 1) focuses on collecting, analysing, and visually 
presenting data—skills foundational to the Data Analytics 
stream. Area of Study 2 (AOS 2) introduces programming 
concepts, where students develop software solutions to 
address user needs, laying the groundwork for the Software 
Development stream. Unit 2 explores the future of technology, 
encouraging collaborative development of innovative solutions 
(using tools like Arduinos and VR), and introduces networking 
concepts and cybersecurity, including how data is exchanged 
and protected in organisational contexts.  

Applied Computing in Units 1 and 2 equips students with broad, 
transferrable skills in areas like collaboration, design thinking, 
and information literacy. These units provide foundational 
knowledge for both of the specialisation streams offered in 
Units 3 and 4. In Unit 1, students explore two main areas: Area 
of Study 1 (AOS 1) focuses on collecting, analysing, and visually 
presenting data—skills foundational to the Data Analytics 
stream. Area of Study 2 (AOS 2) introduces programming 
concepts, where students develop software solutions to 
address user needs, laying the groundwork for the Software 
Development stream. Unit 2 explores the future of technology, 
encouraging collaborative development of innovative solutions 
(using tools like Arduinos and VR), and introduces networking 
concepts and cybersecurity, including how data is exchanged 
and protected in organisational contexts.  

UNITS 3 & 4: DATA ANALYSIS UNITS 3 & 4: SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT 

In the Data Analytics stream, students work with large datasets 
to extract meaning and present insights visually. In Unit 3, AOS 
1 focuses on sourcing and visualising data to tell a meaningful 
story, while AOS 2 begins the School-Assessed Task (SAT) by 
having students develop a research question and collect data 
for further analysis. Unit 4 continues the SAT with AOS 1, where 
students design infographics based on the data collected in Unit 
3. AOS 2 introduces information security, where students 
explore how data is protected and why cybersecurity is critical 
to modern organisations. This stream is ideal for students 
interested in design, research, or business-related careers, and 
pairs well with studies like Business Management. 

The Software Development stream is aimed at students who 
enjoy solving problems through coding and wish to pursue a 
career in IT. In Unit 3, students begin by exploring data-driven 
design thinking in AOS 1 and move into AOS 2, where they begin 
their SAT by defining a user need and preparing to design a 
software solution. In Unit 4, AOS 1 sees students implement and 
refine their solution into a functioning program based on their 
earlier design. AOS 2 dives into software security practices and 
their importance to organisations, equipping students with 
awareness of secure development protocols. This stream 
appeals to those who enjoy programming and technical 
problem-solving. 

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Software Developer, Web Developer, Data Analyst, Data Scientist, Cyber Security Analyst, Network Engineer, Artificial 

Intelligence Engineer, Machine Learning Specialist, Robotics Engineer, Games Developer, Database Administrator, IT Project 
Manager, UX/UI Designer, Systems Analyst, Cloud Computing Specialist, Business Intelligence Analyst, IT Support Specialist, 

Digital Forensics Analyst. 
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FOOD STUDIES  
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: Food Origins UNIT 2: Food Makers 

This unit explores the cultural and historical origins of food, with 
a particular focus on Australia’s multicultural cuisine. Students 
learn about where food comes from and examine the influences 
of overseas and Indigenous cultures. Topics include how 
traditional hunter-gathering and farming practices have shaped 
food production, and how food has been traded historically and 
in the modern world. Cooking tasks allow students 
to demonstrate their learning, collaborate with others, and 
share their understanding of food traditions. 

Unit 2 focuses on the production of food for both home and 
business purposes. Students prepare and compare their food 
products to commercially made items, gaining insight into the 
Australian food industry’s practices. They examine how the 
industry ensures safe, high-quality foods for local and export 
markets. Through hands-on cooking, students learn to meet 
specific needs including customer preferences, dietary and 
nutritional guidelines, food safety, hygiene, and overall food 
quality.  

UNIT 3: Food in Daily Life UNIT 4: Food Issues, Challenges and Futures 

In this unit, students examine how the body uses food and how 
diet impacts physical, social, and emotional health. Topics 
include the Australian dietary guidelines, nutrition, and food 
appreciation. Students explore how social environments 
influence eating habits, values, and behaviours through factors 
like media, culture, family, and education. Cooking activities 
focus on preparing meals that are nutritious, sustainable, and 
practical for everyday living. 

This final unit prepares students to make informed decisions 
about food selection and preparation by examining key global 
issues. Students investigate environmental, ethical, and 
technological challenges in the food industry, including food 
waste, safety, and security. They explore how to use resources 
like water and land sustainably and consider food fads, labelling, 
marketing, and consumer trends. Practical tasks involve 
selecting ingredients responsibly and refining cooking skills to 
solve real-world food problems. 

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Chef, Pastry Chef, Catering Manager, Food Technologist, Food Scientist, Nutritionist, Dietitian, Food Safety Officer, Food 

Manufacturing Supervisor, Product Development Specialist, Hospitality Manager, Restaurant or Café Owner, Home Economics 
Teacher, Food Stylist, Food Photographer, Recipe Developer, Aged Care or Hospital Food Services Coordinator. 
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HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT  
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: Understanding Health and Wellbeing  UNIT 2: Managing Health and Development 

This unit introduces students to the fascinating and ever-
changing concept of health and wellbeing. Students explore 
how health is defined, how it can be measured, and the many 
factors that influence it, with a strong focus on young people. 
They also investigate nutrition and develop skills to analyse real-
world health data, helping them better understand and reflect 
on their own health and lifestyle. 
 

Students explore how we grow and change across the lifespan, 
with a focus on the transition from adolescence to adulthood. 
They examine physical, social and emotional development, as 
well as relationships and increasing independence. Students 
also gain insight into Australia’s healthcare system and learn 
how to access and make informed decisions about their health. 
 

UNIT 3: Australia’s Health in a Globalised World UNIT 4: Health and Human Development in a 
Global Context 

This unit focuses on the health of Australians and what 
influences it. Students explore why some groups experience 
better health than others and investigate how Australia’s 
healthcare system works. They also examine major health 
promotion campaigns, gaining an understanding of how 
individuals and communities can improve health outcomes. 
 

Students take a global perspective, exploring health and 
wellbeing around the world. They investigate inequalities 
between countries and examine the role of initiatives such as 
the Sustainable Development Goals. Students also learn about 
global organisations and aid, developing an understanding of 
how collective action can create a healthier future for all. 
 

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Nurse, Doctor, Midwife, Psychologist, Social Worker, Public Health Officer, Health Promotion Practitioner, Physiotherapist, 
Occupational Therapist, Nutritionist, Dietitian, Youth Worker, Community Development Officer, International Aid and 
Development Worker. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: The Human Body in Motion UNIT 2: Physical Activity, Sport and Society 

Students explore the structure and function of the 
musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems, and the role 
they play in physical activity, sport and exercise, and how the 
systems adapt to the demands of the activity. They evaluate the 
social, cultural and environmental influences on movement. 
Students consider the implications of the use of legal and illegal 
practices to improve the performance of the musculoskeletal 
and cardiorespiratory systems and evaluate perceived benefits 
and describe potential harms of legal and illegal performance 
enhancers.  

Students develop an understanding of physical 
activity, sport and society from a participatory perspective. 
They are introduced to types of physical activity and the role 
participation in physical activity and sedentary behaviour plays 
in their own health and wellbeing. Students explore different 
types of physical activity promoted in their own lives and within 
different population groups. They apply various methods to 
assess physical activity and sedentary behaviour levels at the 
individual and population level and analyse data in relation to 
physical activity and sedentary behaviour guidelines. 

UNIT 3: Movement Skills and Energy for Physical 
Activity 

UNIT 4: Training to Improve Performance 

Students explore the biomechanical and skill acquisition 
principles used to analyse human movement skills and energy 
production from a physiological perspective. They use a variety 
of tools and techniques to analyse movement skills and apply 
biomechanical and skill acquisition principles to improve and 
refine movement in physical activity, sport and exercise. 
Students investigate the relative contribution and interplay of 
the three energy systems to performance in physical 
activity, sport and exercise, focusing on the characteristics of 
each system and their interaction during physical activity.  

Students analyse movement skills from a 
physiological, psychological and sociocultural perspective. They 
apply relevant training principles and methods to improve 
performance within physical activity at an individual, club and 
elite level. Students analyse skill frequencies, movement 
patterns, heart rates and work to rest ratios to determine the 
requirements of an activity. They consider the 
physiological, psychological and sociological requirements of 
training to design and evaluate an effective training program. 
Students participate in a variety of training sessions designed to 
improve or maintain fitness and evaluate the effectiveness of 
different training methods.  

CAREER PATHWAYS: 
Sport Scientist, Exercise Physiologist, Physiotherapist, PE Teacher, Sports Coach, Personal Trainer, Fitness Instructor, Strength and 
Conditioning Coach, Sports Analyst, Recreation Officer, Health Promotion Officer, Sports Development Officer, Sports Manager 
and Athletic Trainer. 
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VCE VOCATIONAL MAJOR 

 

LITERACY 
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: Understanding Issues and Voices UNIT 2: Literacy for Personal Use and 
Understanding and Creating Digital Texts 

Students read, view and interact with different digital texts 
and participate in learning activities to develop their capacity to 
explore and discuss their impact. They explore texts through 
their own experiences, knowledge, values and interests, as well 
as those of others. They practise their use of persuasive 
language and participate in discussions of issues. Students 
consider their own perspectives and develop reasoned and 
respectful responses to different viewpoints.  

Students focus on the structure and features of a range of 
texts—print, visual and film—and the personal reasons readers 
engage with them. They also explore the digital world, learning 
to interact safely and respectfully with others online. They 
engage with texts of an informational, organisational or 
procedural nature and read technical content from a vocational, 
workplace or organisational setting of their 
choice, demonstrating understanding of how these texts inform 
and shape the organisations they interact with. 

UNIT 3: Understanding and Engaging with Literacy 
for Advocacy 

UNIT 4: Extending Literacy Skills and Strategies 

Students investigate, analyse and create content for the 
advocacy of self, a product or a community group of their 
choice, in a vocational or recreational setting. They use 
language, context and audience awareness to deliver an oral 
presentation showcasing their learning and create texts that 
influence or advocate. 

Building on previous units, students refine their ability to 
interpret, create and critically analyse complex texts across a 
range of real-world contexts. They further develop literacy 
skills required for informed participation in their personal, 
community and vocational lives. 
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NUMERACY 
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: UNIT 2:  

Students develop fundamental mathematical knowledge and 
skills through the study of: Number; Shape; Quantity and 
Measures; and Relationships. These areas provide students 
with the foundation to solve real-world problems relevant to 
personal, workplace, further learning and community contexts. 

Students extend their numeracy practices in the study of: 
Dimension and Direction; Data; Uncertainty; and Systematics. 
They explore more complex problems and contexts, 
using appropriate technologies to assist in understanding 
mathematical challenges in personal, public and vocational 
lives.  

UNIT 3:  UNIT 4:  

Students consolidate and apply mathematical concepts from 
Unit 1 across the four areas: Number, Shape, Quantity and 
Measures, and Relationships. Emphasis is placed on using 
numeracy to solve increasingly complex problems. 

Students deepen their understanding of mathematical concepts 
covered in Unit 2, revisiting: Dimension and Direction; Data; 
Uncertainty; and Systematics. Students apply their skills in 
broader, real-world scenarios using appropriate technologies. 

 

 

 

WORK RELATED SKILLS 
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: Careers and Learning for the Future UNIT 2: Workplace Skills and Capabilities 

Students investigate future employment options, including 
pathways, emerging industries and trends. They reflect on their 
skills and capabilities in relation to education and employment 
goals and develop strategies to communicate their findings.  
 

Students explore essential employability, specialist, technical 
and personal capabilities. They prepare for the workplace by 
collecting evidence of their skills and developing resumes, 
cover letters and interview strategies. 

UNIT 3: Portfolio Preparation and Presentation UNIT 4: Industrial Relations, Workplace 
Environment and Practice 

Students explore the purpose of a portfolio for various contexts 
and audiences. They compare physical and digital portfolios, 
examine high-quality examples, and plan and develop their own 
portfolio. 

Students learn about positive workplace relationships and 
cultures, pay and conditions, and issues such as workplace 
bullying, discrimination and dispute resolution. They also 
explore the importance of teamwork and communication. 
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT SKILLS 
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 1: Health and Well-being UNIT 2: Community Project 

Students explore elements of emotional intelligence and 
relationships between communities and individual well-being. 
They investigate local health-promoting organisations and 
design and implement strategies to improve health. Emphasis is 
placed on personal identity and critical thinking. 

Students reflect on and respond to a selected community issue. 
They plan, implement, and evaluate a project, considering 
emotional intelligence, effective teamwork, safety, and ethical 
issues.  

UNIT 3: Leadership and Teamwork UNIT 4: Active Citizenship 

Students explore concepts of leadership and effective 
teamwork. They reflect on personal development and 
leadership roles within community or group-based projects, 
building confidence and capacity.  

Students investigate how they can contribute to and influence 
their communities. They consider citizenship and civic 
engagement, exploring local and global issues while planning 
and undertaking initiatives that demonstrate social 
responsibility. 
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VICTORIAN PATHWAY CERTIFICATE – YEAR 12 ONLY 

 

LITERACY 
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 3: Understanding and Creating Digital Texts UNIT 4: Understanding and Engaging with Literacy 
for Advocacy 

Students examine digital communication, understanding how 
to engage safely and effectively in digital spaces. They analyse 
and create texts with informational, procedural, or 
organisational purposes. Students explore technical and 
workplace texts relevant to their chosen pathways, developing 
their ability to interpret and use specialised language in 
context.  

In this unit, students learn to advocate for themselves, 
products, or community groups using persuasive and engaging 
communication. They explore advocacy through different 
media and deliver oral presentations tailored to a specific 
audience and purpose. Emphasis is placed on using language 
effectively to influence, inspire, and inform. 

 

NUMERACY 
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 3: Numeracy in Work and Learning UNIT 4: Advanced Numeracy Applications 

Students deepen their understanding of number, shape, 
quantity, and relationships in the context of vocational and 
further education. They solve more complex mathematical 
problems and develop strategies for interpreting and 
presenting mathematical information clearly and accurately 
across workplace scenarios.  

This unit focuses on applying advanced numeracy knowledge in 
real-world scenarios. Students examine dimension and 
direction, analyse data trends, address uncertainty in decision-
making, and apply systems thinking to workplace problems. 
They refine their use of technology and communication 
strategies to solve problems effectively. 
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WORK RELATED SKILLS 
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 3: Portfolio Preparation and Presentation UNIT 4: Industrial Relations, Workplace 
Environment and Practice  

Students learn to design and build physical or digital portfolios 
that showcase their skills and achievements. They explore 
different uses and audiences for portfolios and plan how to 
structure and present their work. This process includes 
preparing a proposal and following a timeline to develop a 
high-quality portfolio. 

This unit explores positive workplace culture, including 
effective communication, teamwork, and understanding rights 
and responsibilities. Students examine pay conditions, 
workplace bullying, discrimination, harassment, and dispute 
resolution processes. They learn how to build respectful 
relationships and contribute to a productive workplace. 

 

 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT SKILLS 
 

 

 COURSE CONTENT OVERVIEW  

UNIT 3: Community Engagement UNIT 4: Active Citizenship and Leadership 
 

Students plan and conduct a community project addressing a 
local issue. They engage in research, collaborate with others, 
and reflect on the effectiveness of their actions. Key focus 
areas include emotional intelligence, team dynamics, ethical 
considerations, and the development of active citizenship.  

This unit fosters leadership and participation in community 
life. Students learn how to influence positive change, advocate 
for causes, and lead projects. They evaluate strategies for 
engaging with community issues and reflect on their role in 
shaping inclusive, respectful, and effective civic participation. 
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VCE VM/VPS COMMUNITY ELECTIVES 

 
Community electives give VCE VM and VPC students hands-on opportunities to contribute to their school and 

local communities. These electives promote civic engagement, empathy, and leadership through real-world, 

service-based activities such as preparing food, growing vegetables, mentoring, supporting charities, or 

building items for community use. Students also build key employability skills like teamwork, communication, 

and problem-solving. Year 11 and 12 students share electives across the year, and those in the program for 

two years are encouraged to choose a different elective in their second year.  

 

 

 

Community Food  

 
Communication, teamwork, leadership, collaboration, and leadership skills. By participating in this elective, 

students not only contribute to their community but also gain valuable life skills that promote personal 

growth and social responsibility. Students prepare meals for individuals facing food insecurity in our local 

area. Through hands-on experience, they develop essential culinary skills, including safe food handling, 

proper knife techniques, and meal preparation.  

 

Career Pathways: Hospitality, Commercial Cookery, Community Services, Nutrition, Catering and Event 

Planning.  

  

Community Physical Education  

 
Community Physical Education aims to explore how physical activity contributes to building and sustaining 

healthy, active communities. Students will investigate how participation in sport, recreation, and movement-

based programs contributes to individual and community health and well-being. Students engage with 

school and community-based activities and develop an understanding of how physical activity can promote 

inclusion, resilience, and social cohesion.  

  
Career Pathways: Sport and Recreation, Allied Health Assistance, Personal Training, Youth Work and 

Community Development.  

  

 

 

 



   

 

 

62 

 

Community Urban Harvest  

  
Community Urban Harvest aims to develop teamwork, communication, time management, and leadership 

skills through active participation in school and community gardening projects. Students collaboratively plan, 

cultivate, and maintain a school vegetable garden, with produce donated to local organisations supporting 

individuals experiencing food insecurity.  

  

Career Pathways: Horticulture, Environmental Science, Landscaping, Permaculture, Sustainable Agriculture 

and Community Development.  

 

Community V-Industries  

  
Students interact with the local community to gain skills in teamwork, leadership and communication 

through a variety of experiences. The experiences include hosting our school café events and morning teas, 

running BBQs and various other fundraisers for local charities, mentoring and tutoring juniors at Epping 

Secondary College and local primary schools and volunteering at local organisations such as St Vinnie’s Retail 

Stores and Fare Share. Students are encouraged to initiate their own volunteer experiences or events to 

further develop their ability to plan and organise events and to communicate effectively with others.  

  

Career Pathways: Retail, Events Management, Teaching/Education Support, Social Work, Charity and Non-

Profit Work and Business Administration.  

  

Community Woodwork  

  
Community Woodwork is a hands-on, project-based course that introduces students to the fundamentals of 

woodworking while fostering a sense of community involvement and social contribution. Students design 

and build practical timber-based items—such as planter boxes, seating, signs, or toys—that can be donated 

to local community organisations, schools, aged care homes, or public spaces. Students will develop their 

skills in measuring, marking, cutting, joining, finishing, and using a range of hand and power tools safely. 

Design thinking, teamwork, and sustainability are key themes throughout, with an emphasis on using 

recycled or ethically sourced materials where possible.  

  

Career Pathways: Carpentry, Cabinet Making, Construction, Design Technology and Furniture Making.  
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STRUCTURED WORKPLACE LEARNING  

The VCAA has determined that structured workplace learning (SWL) is an appropriate and valuable component of all 

VET qualifications undertaken by VCE VM students. SWL compliments the training undertaken at the school/provider 

and should be spread across the duration of the training program. It provides context for: 

● enhancement of skills development 

● practical application of industry knowledge 

● assessment of units of competency/modules, as determined by the registered training organisation 

(RTO) 

● increased employment opportunities. 

VET program publications contain information relating to the SWL requirements. In all cases, SWL is strongly 

recommended. Some VET programs, such as Allied Health and Childcare, have a mandated SWL component. The SWL 

requirements are expressed in hours and weeks and are expected to be carried out over the two-year VET program. It 

should be noted that industrial agreements may stipulate the length of a working week in a particular industry and that 

this may differ from the VCAA recommendation. The industry requirements are to be adhered to. 

The following document outlines the VCAA's recommendations for SWL in VCE VET programs: 

● https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/swl-vet/Pages/HowSWLWorks.aspx 

The appropriate occupational or workplace health and safety unit of competency/modules in each program must be 

undertaken prior to SWL, as outlined in Ministerial Order 55. 

 

HEAD START APPRENTICESHIPS AND TRAINEESHIPS 

Epping Secondary College is part of the Banyule/Whittlesea cluster, delivering a new initiative called the Head Start 

Program. Head Start is a new model for apprenticeships and traineeships for school students. Head Start students spend 

more time doing important, paid, on-the-job training while completing their VCE Vocational Major at school. The 

program helps students to develop skills and experience that employers value. Head Start helps students to get the best 

start in their career.   

How it works 

Students can choose to engage in a school-based apprenticeship or traineeship, allowing students to start their 

apprenticeship or traineeship while still at school and graduate with a VCE-VM certificate. This means more time spent 

training on-the-job and students can earn while they learn. Students will spend two days per week engaged in TAFE 

training and on-the-job-training and three days at school. After graduating, the apprenticeship or traineeship will 

progress to full-time employment. 

This new and flexible approach provides: 

● strong supports for both students and employers throughout the apprenticeship or traineeship 

● quality assured training through TAFEs and Skills First contracted providers 

● a tailored pathway for students into careers in priority industries 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/swl-vet/Pages/HowSWLWorks.aspx
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● an opportunity for employers to train and mentor students who are ready for work and have literacy, numeracy 

and employability skills 

● payment of a fair training wage 

● VCE-VM completion 

● significant progress towards, or completion of, a trade qualification. 

 

Application for the Head Start Program 

 

Application for the Head Start Program at Epping Secondary College is completed on an individual basis, involving a 

meeting with the Careers Leading Teacher and Year Level Coordinator. If students are interested in participating in the 

program, they should first visit the DET website outlining the course in greater detail, as well as making an appointment 

with the careers team. Expression of Interest forms can be collected at the Careers Office. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/headstart.aspx  

 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/headstart.aspx

