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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the Epping Secondary College Years 7-9 Course Selection Handbook.

This handbook has been developed to support students and parents/carers in understanding the curriculum and
learning opportunities available throughout Years 7—9 at Epping Secondary College. The College curriculum is aligned
with the Victorian Curriculum 2.0, ensuring students develop the knowledge, skills and capabilities required for success
in school and beyond.

Years 7-9 are an important stage of secondary education, providing students with a broad and balanced curriculum that
supports academic achievement, personal growth and future pathway development. Through engaging and challenging
learning experiences across all learning areas, students build strong foundations in literacy and numeracy while
developing critical and creative thinking, collaboration, communication and self-management skills.

This handbook provides an overview of the structure of the Years 7-9 program, including the core subjects studied at
each year level and the elective opportunities available in Year 9. It also outlines the subject selection process and
provides information to help students and families make informed decisions about their learning.

At Epping Secondary College, we are committed to providing a high-quality education that meets the diverse needs,
interests and aspirations of every student. We encourage students to embrace new learning opportunities, challenge
themselves and actively engage in their education as they prepare for the senior years of secondary school.

We encourage students and parents/carers to read this handbook carefully and discuss the available learning
opportunities together. If you require further information or advice regarding subject selection or the Years 7-9
curriculum, please contact the College.



YEAR 7 PROGRAM

The Year 7 program is designed to provide students with a strong foundation across all key learning areas of the Victorian
Curriculum 2.0. The curriculum is centred on core subjects that develop essential knowledge, skills and understandings,
while also providing opportunities for students to explore a range of learning experiences within the Arts and Design and
Technologies. These subjects are offered on a rotational basis, with students undertaking each course for one semester
throughout the year.

Art DMT

LFL*

English Mathematics | Humanities Science Languages Phys Ed Health

Music Info Tech

*LFL (Learning for Life) is a pastoral care subject that runs for 1 period a week.

English
e Mainstream
e EAL
e ACE

Mathematics
e Mainstream

e ACE
Languages

e Italian

e Macedonian

e Spanish

Year 7 Subject List & Periods 2027

Full Year Core Subjects Semester Based Subjects

Periods Periods
Code Subject per Code Subject per
fortnight fortnight
7LFL Yr7 Learning for Life 2 2DMT Yr7 Design, Material & 4
7ENG ACE Yr7 English ACE 8 Technology
7ENG Yr7 English 8 7INFO Yr7 Information 4
7EAL Yr7 EAL 8 Technology
7MATH Yr7 Mathematics 8 7ART | Yr7 Art 5
7MATH ACE | Yr7 Mathematics 8 7MUS | Yr7 Music 5
7HUM Yr7 Humanities 6
7SClI Yr7 Science 6
7HEA Yr7 Health 2
7PE Yr7 Physical Education 4
71TA Yr7 Italian 5
7MAC Yr7 Spanish 5
7SPA Yr7 Macedonian 5




YEAR 7 ACE PROGRAM

The Year 7 ACE program is designed for high-ability learners who are ready to engage with the curriculum at greater
depth, pace and complexity. Across both English and Mathematics, students cover the same core skills and knowledge
as their mainstream peers, but do so through differentiated learning experiences, extended inquiry and varied
assessments that demand sophisticated thinking, independent reasoning and well-supported conclusions. The program
emphasises critical thinking, intellectual risk-taking and academic resilience, preparing students for the accelerated
pathway in later years.

ENGLISH

Students develop their critical and analytical capabilities through the study of argument and persuasive language,
investigating and presenting on contemporary issues within Australian society. They further develop text response and
analytical writing skills through the study of Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone and the film Whale Rider, exploring
key ideas, themes, characters and authorial intentions, and applying these understandings to produce analytical essays
that demonstrate sophisticated thinking and well-supported interpretations. To conclude the year, students engage in
a crafting texts unit, using a structured framework to plan and create original pieces of writing, drawing on mentor texts
and applying advanced language and narrative techniques.

MATHEMATICS

Students work with number, algebra, measurement, space, statistics and probability at an accelerated pace, moving
beyond procedural fluency into abstraction, generalisation and proof. They are challenged to justify their reasoning,
communicate mathematical thinking precisely, and apply concepts to unfamiliar, multi-step and open-ended problems.
Assessment includes investigative and problem-solving tasks alongside traditional forms, requiring students to select
strategies, model real-world contexts and evaluate the reasonableness of their solutions.



YEAR 7 SUBJECTS

ENGLISH
ENGLISH

In Year 7 English, students are introduced to analysing argument and persuasive speeches, where they examine and
present on contemporary issues within Australian society. They continue to develop their analytical skills through the
study of the film ‘Holes’, exploring key ideas, characters, and themes while learning to interpret how meaning is
constructed in texts. Students consolidate their understanding by completing a text response essay using the TEEL
structure to develop clear, coherent, and evidence-based analytical writing.

Additionally, students undertake a novel study of ‘A Monster Calls’ further refining their ability to analyse themes,
character development, and authorial intent through structured analytical responses using the TEEL framework. To
conclude the year, students engage in a crafting texts unit, drawinginspiration from mentor texts such as graphic novels
to design and create their own creative pieces, applying their understanding of visual and written storytelling
conventions.

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (EAL)

In Year 7 EAL, students focus on developing foundational English language skills that support success across all key
learning areas. They build their abilities in active listening, speaking, reading, and writing through a range of engaging
and collaborative activities. Students develop their understanding of how stories are created and communicated while
making meaningful connections between the English language, their personal experiences, and their identities. Through
these learning experiences, students strengthen their confidence in using English to express themselves, share their
perspectives, and engage with the world around them. In Year 7 EAL, students focus on building the skills to support
key learning areas such as active listening, understanding, creating stories, and connecting English to themselves.

In Year 7 EAL, students focus on building the skills to support key learning areas such as active listening, understanding,
creating stories, and connecting English to themselves and their identities.

MATHEMATICS

In Year 7 Mathematics, students consolidate their mathematical knowledge and understanding in measurement,
statistics, number & number properties, number patterns, directed numbers, fractions, percentages and probability and
their real-world applications. They further develop their mathematical skills through project work, collaborating on
problem-solving tasks, and interpreting and communicating mathematical information effectively. They use digital
technologies, build skills in using the calculator effectively, and develop mental arithmetic strategies. Emphasis is placed
on students demonstrating a positive work ethic, building self-confidence in Maths, and maintaining an organised and
up-to-date workbook.

HUMANITIES

In Year 7 Humanities, students begin a journey where they explore how people lived in the past and how we shape our
world today. In Geography, students investigate "Liveability," completing fieldwork and researching what makes a city
a great place to live. They then move into Civics and Citizenship to discover how Australia’s government and democracy
operate, followed by an exploration of our diverse cultural identity and First Nations Peoples. They then focus on a local
cultural group and create a presentation on this. The unit then ends with the basics of economic budgeting. In the
second semester, the focus shifts to History, where they step into the shoes of historians and archaeologists to learn
how we uncover the secrets of the ancient past. Through studies of Ancient Australia and Ancient China, they explore
different ancient beliefs, values, and societies while strengthening their skills in analysing primary and secondary
sources. Finally, they choose a person from the ancient past to research and bring their findings to life for an excited

audience at our special "Night at the Museum" exhibition.



SCIENCE

In Year 7 Science, students are introduced to key scientific concepts across chemistry, physics, biology, and Earth
science. They investigate classification, ecosystems, mixtures and separation techniques, learning how scientists
organise living things, model energy flow through food webs, and separate substances using methods such as filtration,
evaporation, distillation and chromatography. Students also develop their understanding of Physics and Earth and Space
Science by investigating forces, simple machines, gravity, motion, seasons, tides, eclipses and the relationship between
Earth, the Sun and the Moon. They examine renewable and non-renewable resources, considering how resource
extraction and energy production create both benefits and sustainability challenges. Throughout the year, students
build practical investigation, modelling and scientific reasoning skills through hands-on tasks and research activities.

LANGUAGES
ITALIAN

In Year 7 Italian, students interact and collaborate with others, sharing simple information about themselves and others,
and recognising common non-verbal gestures. They respond to questions in Italian and follow simple instructions.
Students locate and respond to information in texts, using visual and contextual cues to support comprehension. Using
familiar language, modelled sentences, and basic grammatical structures, they create short and simple texts. Through
familiar topics such as family and geography, students continue to develop their reading, writing, speaking, listening,
and viewing skills in Italian and begin to use metalanguage to comment on aspects of both the Italian and English
languages.

MACEDONIAN

In Year 7 Macedonian, students interact and collaborate with others, exchanging information about themselves and
others, and by recognising common non-verbal gestures. They respond to questions in Macedonian and follow
instructions. Students locate and respond to information in texts, using visual and contextual cues to support
comprehension. Using familiar language, modelled sentences, and grammatical structures, they create short and simple
texts. Through familiar topics such as family, schooling, traditions and geography, students continue to develop their
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing skills in Macedonian and begin to use metalanguage to comment on
aspects of both the Macedonian and English languages.

SPANISH

In Year 7 Spanish, students interact and collaborate with others, sharing simple information about themselves and
recognising common non-verbal gestures. They answer questions in Spanish and follow simple instructions. Students
begin to locate and respond to information in texts, using visual and contextual cues to support understanding. Using
familiar language, modelled sentences, and basic grammatical structures, they create short and simple texts. Through
familiar topics such as body parts and family, students develop their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing
skills in Spanish and begin to use metalanguage to comment on aspects of both the Spanish and English languages.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

In Year 7 Physical Education, students begin developing fundamental movement skills and game understanding through
participation in a diverse range of activities including athletics, netball, gymnastics, soccer, softball, basketball,
volleyball, cricket and badminton. Students build their confidence and competence by learning and applying key skills
such as movement, coordination, teamwork, and strategic decision-making in both individual and team contexts. They
develop an understanding of rules, tactics and fair play, while also enhancing their physical fitness and ability to work
collaboratively. Students are introduced to a variety of sporting environments and apply their growing skills to
participate, perform and reflect on their performance in enjoyable and supportive learning settings.



HEALTH

In Year 7 Health, students explore the concept of health and wellbeing, examining the five dimensions —social, mental,
emotional, physical and spiritual—and how they interrelate. They reflect on the development of self-identity and its
influence on wellbeing, and investigate bullying, including its impacts, legal consequences such as Brodie’s Law, and
strategies to promote safety, respectful relationships and positive peerinteractions. Students develop an understanding
of puberty, exploring the physical and emotional changes that occur during this stage and applying strategies to manage
this transition effectively. The program also introduces key health-promoting behaviours through a focus on sun safety,
where students examine the effects of sun exposure and identify practical strategies to minimise harm and protect their
long-term health.

LEARNING FOR LIFE

In Year 7 Learning for Life, students are introduced to three key areas: personal wellbeing and resilience, understanding
rights and responsibilities, and building respectful relationships. Students explore strategies to strengthen their
emotional wellbeing, including recognising and managing emotions, coping with challenges, and developing resilience.
They learn the value of self-awareness, positive mindset, and help-seeking, building the foundations for lifelong mental
health.

ART

In Year 7 Art, students are introduced to the fundamental elements and principles of art. They explore a variety of
materials, techniques, and processes, including drawing and painting, to create artworks that express their personal
ideas, experiences, and observations. Students study different artists, artworks, and art movements, using these as
inspiration for their own creative practice. They learn to plan, develop, and refine their artworks while maintaining a
visual diary to document their ideas, creative process, and reflections on their learning.

MUSIC

In Year 7 Music, students begin an exciting journey into the world of music through singing, rapping, instrument
performance, creative composition, and digital music production. They develop an understanding of key musical
elements, including rhythm, pitch, dynamics and notation, while building confidence as performers, songwriters, and
producers. Students explore a range of contemporary musical styles and traditions, including Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander music, and apply their growing skills to improvise, compose, perform, and respond to music in creative
and meaningful ways.

DESIGN, MATERIAL AND TECHNOLOGY

In Year 7 Design Materials and Technology, students are introduced to the design process through hands-on projects
using a variety of materials such as wood, plastic, and textiles. They learn basic tool use, workshop safety, and problem-
solving skills while designing and creating simple and functional products.

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY

In Year 7 Digital Technology, students develop foundational digital skills, focusing on basic computer operations, digital
safety and problem-solving using technology. They explore how digital systems work, create digital solutions, and learn
to navigate online environments safely and responsibly.



YEAR 8 PROGRAM

The Year 8 program builds on the knowledge, skills and understandings developed in Year 7, providing students with

continued opportunities to strengthen their learning across the Victorian Curriculum 2.0. Students undertake a core

program while also exploring additional semester-based subjects within the Arts and Design and Technologies learning

areas. Languages remain a compulsory component of the Year 8 curriculum, supporting students to further develop their
intercultural understanding and communication skills.

English

Mathematics

Humanities

Science

Languages

Phys Ed

Art

LFL*

Food Tech

Health

Drama

Info Tech

*LFL (Learning for Life) is a pastoral care subject that runs for 1 period a week.

English
e Mainstream

e EAL
e English ACE

Mathematics

e Mainstream

Languages
e Italian
e Spanish

Year 8 Subject List & Periods 2027

Full Year Core Subjects Semester-Based Subjects

Periods Periods
Code Subject per Code Subject per
fortnight fortnight
8LFL Yr8 Learning for Life 2 8INFO Yr8 Information s
8ENGACE Yr8 English ACE 8 Technology
8ENG Yr8 English 8 8FOOD Yr8 Food Technology 5
8EAL Yr8 EAL 8 8ART Yr8 Art 4
8MATH Yr8 Mathematics 8 8DRA Yr8 Drama 4
S8HUM Yr8 Humanities 6
8SCl Yr8 Science 6
8HEA Yr8 Health 2
8PE Yr8 Physical Education 4
8ITA Yr8 Italian 5
8SPA Yr8 Spanish 5




YEAR 8 SUBJECTS

ENGLISH

ENGLISH

In Year 8 English, students begin the year with a creative crafting texts unit centred on ‘The Interrogation of Ashala Wolf’
as a mentor text. Through the framework of friendship and loyalty, students explore how authors develop characters,
relationships, and themes, drawinginspiration from the novel to create their own original pieces of writing while refining
their narrative and language techniques.

Students then develop their analytical writing skills through a text response study of ‘The Outsiders’, exploring key ideas,
characters, and themes, and examining how meaning is constructed in texts. They consolidate their understanding by
producing analytical essays using the TEEL structure to develop clear, coherent, and evidence-based responses.

Building on these skills, students engage in analysing argument and presenting argument, where they examine
persuasive techniques and construct and deliver their own presentations on contemporary issues within Australian
society. To conclude the year, students undertake a personal connections unit centred on the film ‘Spirited Away’, where
they learn to balance analytical interpretation with personal reflection, developing thoughtful responses that connect
the film's ideas, themes, and messages to their own experiences and perspectives.

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (EAL)

In Year 8 EAL, students continue to develop foundational English language skills that support success across all key
learning areas. They strengthen their abilities in active listening, speaking, reading, and writing through a range of
engaging and collaborative learning experiences. Students build their understanding of how stories are created,
structured, and communicated, while making meaningful connections between the English language, their personal
experiences, and theiridentities. Through these learning opportunities, students growin confidence and independence,
using English to express their ideas, share their perspectives, and engage more deeply with the world around them.

ACE ENGLISH

In Year 8 English ACE, students build on their communication and critical thinking skills through a differentiated and
challenging curriculum designed for high-ability learners. The course develops students’ ability to analyse, interpret, and
construct arguments, beginning with a persuasive speaking task in which they research a contemporary issue and
present their ideas to the class using effective rhetorical strategies.

Students further develop their analytical writing skills through text response studies, including the film ‘The Hunger
Games’ and their first Shakespearean play, ‘Much Ado About Nothing’. Through these texts, students explore key ideas,
themes, characterisation, and authorial intent, while learning to support their interpretations with well-selected
evidence and clear analytical reasoning.

To conclude the year, students complete a Creating Texts unit, where they engage with a mentor text and use its
structure, language features, and stylistic techniques as a framework to produce their own original piece of writing.
Through this process, students refine their control of language, narrative construction, and creative expression.

MATHEMATICS

In Year 8 Mathematics, students consolidate their mathematical knowledge and understanding in Statistics, Fractions,
Decimals & Percentages, Angles & Shapes, Integers, probability, algebra, linear equations and measurement and their
real-world applications. They further develop their mathematical skills through project work, collaborating on problem-
solving tasks, and interpreting and communicating mathematical information effectively. They use digital technologies,
build skills in using the calculator effectively, and develop mental arithmetic strategies. Emphasis is placed on students

10



demonstrating a positive work ethic, building self-confidence in Maths, and maintaining an organised and up-to-date
workbook.

HUMANITIES

In Year 8 Humanities, students explore Economics through the creation of their own small business idea, becoming
young entrepreneurs who make financial and socially responsible decisions. They then examine Australia's government,
the Constitution, and methods of democratic participation before comparing legal systems and different types of laws.
Students then begin the study of Geography, exploring landscapes and landforms with a focus on the formation of
volcanoes. Students examine how they are formed and how people can have a connection to them. They then shift their
focus to History in the next semester, exploring ‘Shogunate Japan, the role of the Samurai and daily life, beliefs and
culture during that period. Students then explore life in Europe during the Middle Ages (around 500-1500 CE) and
compare this to Japan. They learn about feudal society, the role of kings, nobles, knights and peasants, and how power
was organised. Students investigate daily life, religion, castles, warfare and the influence of the Church, and the Black
Death to understand how medieval society worked and changed over time. Students also participate in Medieval Day
activities where they embrace what life was like back then.

SCIENCE

In Year 8 Science, students explore living systems by investigating cells, tissues, organs and organ systems in plants and
animals, and how these structures support survival. They examine cell theory, specialised organelles, and the role of
technology such as microscopes in improving scientificunderstanding. Students also investigate Earth systems, including
the rock cycle, fossils, mining impacts and plate tectonics, learning how geological processes shape the planet. Students
also develop their understanding of Chemistry and Physics by exploring atomic theory, elements, compounds, mixtures,
physical and chemical changes, and the evidence of chemical reactions. They investigate electrical circuits, voltage,
current and safety features, connecting these ideas to household wiring, sensors and robotics. Students then examine
different forms of energy, energy transfers and transformations, and household energy efficiency through appliance
choices, building design, climate and energy use.

LANGUAGES
ITALIAN

In Year 8 Italian, students continue to interact and collaborate with others, sharing information, recognising and
responding to non-verbal gestures, answering questions in Italian, and following instructions. They locate and respond
to information in texts with increasing confidence, using visual and contextual cues to support understanding. Using
familiar and some unfamiliar language, modelled sentences, scaffolds, and basic grammatical structures, students
create a variety of simple texts. Through familiar topics such as animals, pastimes and the weather, they continue to
develop their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing skills in Italian, while building confidence in using
metalanguage to comment on aspects of both the Italian and English languages.

SPANISH

In Year 8 Spanish, students continue to interact and collaborate with others, sharing simple information, recognising
and responding to non-verbal gestures, answering questions in Spanish, and following instructions. They locate and
respond to information in texts with increasing confidence, using visual and contextual cues to support understanding.
Using familiar and some unfamiliar language, modelled sentences, and basic grammatical structures, students create a
variety of simple texts. Through familiar topics such as regular and reflexive verbs, they continue to develop their
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing skills in Spanish and build confidence using metalanguage to comment
on aspects of both the Spanish and English languages.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

In Year 8 Physical Education, students continue to build on their fundamental movement and game skills through
participation in a diverse range of activities including baseball, AFL, badminton, soccer, tennis, basketball, volleyball,

11



hockey and table tennis. Students refine their technical skills and develop greater understanding of game strategies,
positioning and decision-making in both individual and team environments. They enhance their ability to apply tactics,
maintain control under pressure, and work collaboratively to achieve common goals. Students also strengthen their
physical fitness and understanding of rules, fair play and sportsmanship, while applying their skills to participate,
perform and reflect on their performance in increasingly dynamic and competitive settings.

HEALTH

In Year 8 Health, students deepen their understanding of key health concepts, exploring nutrition, including nutrients,
energy balance, and the impacts of sugar and fat on health and wellbeing. They develop knowledge of the sexual and
reproductive system, building on prior learning about puberty and examining the foundations of respectful
relationships. Students investigate mental health, distinguishing between mental health and mental illness, and
identifying strategies to support wellbeing. The program also includes a focus on drug and alcohol education, where
students learn about standard drinks, drug classifications, and the legal and health implications of substance use,
supporting informed decision-making and responsible behaviours.

LEARNING FOR LIFE

In Year 8 Learning for Life, students explore the concept of rights and responsibilities in everyday life. Students examine
fairness, inclusion and diversity, and consider how their actions impact others. Through age-appropriate inquiry, they
begin to understand social justice, empathy and the importance of respecting differences within their communities. A
strong emphasis is placed on respectful relationships. Students learn about friendship, peer relationships and family
connections, focusing on communication skills, empathy, trust and respect. They explore personal boundaries, consent
in age-appropriate contexts, and strategies for responding to conflict, peer pressure and unsafe situations —including in
online environments.

ART

In Year 8 Art, students build upon their foundational knowledge and skills by further exploring a range of artistic
materials, techniques, and processes. Through practical experiences in drawing, painting, and other art forms, they
develop greater confidence in expressing personal ideas, perspectives, and creativity. Students investigate the work of
artists from different cultures, times, and contexts, using these influences to inform and inspire their own artistic
practice. They learn to experiment, refine, and resolve artworks with increasing independence while maintaining a visual
diary to document research, creative development, inspirations, and reflective evaluations of their work.

DRAMA

In Year 8 Drama, students enjoy creativity, storytelling, performance, and self-expression, achieved through practical
workshops and performances. Students build confidence, communication, collaboration, and presentation skills while
exploring the exciting world of theatre. Students develop acting skills through improvisation, script work, character
development, monologues, and ensemble performances. Students explore the Elements of Drama, including character,
role, situation, voice, movement, tension, focus, space, time, language, and mood, learning how these elements create
engaging performances.

FOOD TECHNOLOGY

In Year 8 Food Technology, students build on foundational skills, focusing on advanced food preparation techniques,
meal planning, and nutritional analysis. They explore food trends, sustainability, and cultural influences while designing
and producing balanced meals to meet specific dietary and lifestyle needs.

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY

In Year 8 Digital Technology, students build on foundational skills, developing creative digital solutions through coding,
app design, and multimedia production. They deepen their understanding of digital systems, computational thinking,
and responsible online behaviour while working on collaborative real-world projects.

12



YEAR 9 PROGRAM

The Year 9 program combines essential full year core subjects with semester-based subjects in The Arts and Technologies.

The core program continues to build students’ knowledge and skills across the key learning areas, while elective subjects

provide opportunities to explore creative, practical and innovative learning experiences. This balanced program allows

students to broaden their interests and develop skills that will support future subject and pathway choices.

English Mathematics

Humanities

Science

Languages

Phys Ed

Health

LFL*

Art Elective
Full STEAM Elective
Ahead

*LFL (Learning for Life) is a pastoral care subject that runs once a week.

English
e Mainstream
e EAL
e English ACE

Mathematics

e Mainstream
e Mathematics ACE

Languages
e [talian
e Spanish
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Year Nine - Subject List & Periods 2027

Full Year Core Subjects Semester-Based Subjects

Periods Periods
Code Subject per Code Subject per
fortnight fortnight
9LFL Yr9 Learning for Life 2 9FSA Yr9 Full STEAM Ahead 4
9ENGACE Yr9 English ACE 8 9ART Yr9 Art 4
9ENG Yr9 English 8 Students complete TWO of the
9EAL Yr9 EAL 8 following electives. (One for each
9HUM Yr9 Humanities 6 semester)
9MATACE Yr9 Mathematics ACE 8 Electives Block
9MATH Yr9 Mathematics 8 e Ceramics
95CI Yr9 Science 6 e Drama
9PE Yr9 Physical Education 4 * Media
e  Music Performance
9HEA Yr9 Health 2 e Print Making c
9ITA Yr9 Italian 5 e VCD
9MAC Yr9 Macedonian 5 e Law & Order
9SPA Yr9 Spanish 5 e  Furniture Design &
Technology
e Engineering
e Food & Technology
e Digital Com & Design
e Qutdoor Education

YEAR 9 CORE AND SEMESTER-BASED SUBIJECTS

ENGLISH
ENGLISH

In Year 9 English, students begin the year by exploring analysing argument and presenting argument, where they
examine contemporary issues within society and investigate how language and persuasive techniques influence an
audience. Students apply these skills by researching, constructing, and presenting their own perspectives on significant

issues.

Students then engage in a Creating Texts unit centred on the mentor text ‘If Cats Disappeared from the World’. Through
the framework of Life, Loss and Memories, students explore how authors communicate complex ideas and emotions,
using the text as inspiration to experiment with style, structure, and language as they craft their own original pieces of
writing.

Students further develop their analytical skills through an introduction to William Shakespeare's ‘Romeo and Juliet’,
their first Shakespearean tragedy. They explore key themes, characters, and authorial choices, developing their
interpretation and analytical writing skills through a structured text response.

To conclude the year, students undertake a personal connections unit centred on the film ‘Rabbit-Proof Fence’, where

they learn to balance analytical interpretation with personal reflection, making meaningful connections between the
film's ideas, themes, and messages and their own experiences and perspectives.
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ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (EAL)

In Year 9 EAL, students continue to strengthen their English language skills to support success across all key learning
areas. They develop their abilities in listening, speaking, reading, and writing through engaging and collaborative
learning experiences. Students explore biographical and creative writing, examining how texts are structured and how
authors communicate ideas and experiences.

Throughout the year, students read and discuss a range of texts, developing their ability to analyse characters, themes,
and key ideas and produce written responses supported by evidence from the text. They also engage with persuasive
texts by reading, listening, and annotating a variety of media, exploring how language features, structure, and tone
influence an audience's thoughts, feelings, and actions. Through these learning experiences, students build confidence
and independence in expressing their ideas and responding critically to a range of texts.

ACE ENGLISH

In Year 9 English ACE, students extend their communication, critical thinking, and analytical skills through a
differentiated curriculum designed for advanced learners. They begin with analysing argument, where they examine
persuasive techniques in media texts and present their own informed argument analyses.

Students then deepen their study of literature through literary movements and texts in context, applying higher-order
thinking to explore how social, historical, and political contexts shape meaning. This includes a detailed study of ‘Of
Mice and Men’, where students develop their text response skills through analysis of character, themes, and context.
In the Creating Texts unit, students explore poetry and craft their own creative responses through the framework of
Change. They study Sylvia Plath alongside AITSI voices, using these as inspiration to explore identity and transformation
in their own writing.

To conclude the year, students study ‘Animal Farm’, analysing allegory, symbolism, and authorial purpose to understand
how texts critique power and society, while further strengthening their analytical writing skills across a range of text
types.

MATHEMATICS
MATHEMATICS

In Year 9 Mathematics, students consolidate their mathematical knowledge and understanding in Pythagoras’ Theorem,
Probability, Number & Financial Maths, Geometry, Statistics, Linear equations, Linear graphs and Measurement and
their real-world applications. They further develop their mathematical skills through project work, collaborating on
problem-solving tasks, and interpreting and communicating mathematical information effectively. They use digital
technologies, build skills in using the calculator effectively, and develop mental arithmetic strategies. Emphasis is placed
on students demonstrating a positive work ethic, building self-confidence in Maths, and maintaining an organised and
up-to-date workbook.

ACE MATHEMATICS

In Year 9 ACE Mathematics, students accelerate through a range of Year 10 topics and some Year 9 extension topics,
including Measurement, Statistics, Indices & Surds, Probability, Algebra, Linear relations, Trigonometry and Quadratics
and their real-world applications. They further develop their mathematical skills by collaborating on problem-solving
tasks and interpreting and communicating mathematical information effectively. They use digital technologies, build
skills in using the calculator effectively, and develop mental arithmetic strategies. Emphasis is placed on students
demonstrating a positive work ethic, building self-confidence in Maths, and maintaining an organised and up-to-date
workbook.
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HUMANITIES

In Year 9 Humanities, students begin a unit of Civics & Citizenship, exploring how democracy works in Australia and how
the media influences it. Students then begin to analyse how globalisation creates connections and spreads trends and
events around the world through the study of Economics & Business. They then move onto Geography where the focus
is on Biomes & food security. They investigate the role biomes play in providing food and materials. They examine biome
locations and how they contribute to food production and global food security. The last semester focuses on History
and events from the modern world that have shaped societies today. They investigate the Industrial Revolution and its
connection to convict settlement in Australia, analysing the effects of settlement on both convicts and Indigenous
Australians. They explore causes and consequences of change, including the impacts of war, imperialism, nationalism
and social movements.

SCIENCE

In Year 9 Science, students explore how the human body maintains balance and responds to changes in the environment
through the nervous and endocrine systems. They investigate homeostasis, negative feedback mechanisms, and the
causes and prevention of infectious and non-infectious diseases, developing an understanding of how lifestyle,
environment and medical interventions influence health and wellbeing. Students also examine the transfer and
transformation of energy, including heat, sound, light and electricity, using wave and particle models to explain how
energy moves through different media and is applied in everyday technologies. Students develop their understanding
of Chemistry by investigating atomic structure, the organisation of the periodic table, and the properties and reactivity
of elements. Through practical investigations and scientific inquiry, students analyse patterns, trends and relationships
within physical and chemical systems. Students also investigate Earth and Space Sciences by exploring the origins and
structure of the universe, including galaxies, stars, black holes and the Big Bang theory. They examine the challenges
and benefits of space exploration, the technologies that support human activity beyond Earth, and the scientific
discoveries that continue to expand our understanding of the universe. Throughout the year, students develop skills in
scientific investigation, critical thinking, data analysis and evidence-based reasoning while applying their knowledge to
real-world contexts.

LANGUAGES
ITALIAN

In Year 9 Italian, students initiate and sustain interactions in familiar and some unfamiliar contexts, exchanging ideas,
experiences, and opinions about their own and others’ personal worlds. They communicate using both spoken and
written language, collaborating to plan and reflect on day-to-day activities and events. Students interpret and analyse
information and ideas in texts, becoming increasingly confident in identifying and evaluating factual information and
responding in Italian or English as appropriate, adjusting their language to suit different situations. Through a variety of
topics, they continue to develop their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing skills in Italian, and use
metalanguage with greater confidence to comment on aspects of both the Italian and English languages.

SPANISH

In Year 9 Spanish, students initiate and sustain interactions in familiar and some unfamiliar contexts, exchanging ideas,
experiences, and opinions about their own and others’ personal worlds. They communicate using both spoken and
written language to collaborate, plan, and reflect on day-to-day activities and events, as well as to interpret and analyse
information and ideas in texts. Through a variety of topics, students become increasingly confident in identifying and
evaluating factual information and in responding in Spanish or English as appropriate, adjusting their language to suit
different situations and levels of formality. They continue to develop their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and
viewing skills in Spanish, and use metalanguage with greater confidence to comment on aspects of both the Spanish
and English languages.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

In Year 9 Physical Education, students consolidate and extend their understanding of game play and performance
through a focus on invasion games, striking games, net/wall games, fitness and the Sport Education in Physical Education
Program (SEPEP). Students refine their technical skills while developing more advanced tactical awareness,
decision-making and the ability to adapt strategies in dynamic game situations. Through SEPEP, students take on a
variety of roles such as coach, umpire and team manager, fostering leadership, collaboration and accountability. They
also deepen their understanding of fitness components and training principles, applying these to improve personal
performance. Students continue to build their capacity to analyse, perform and reflect on movement and team play in
increasingly complex and authentic sporting environments.

HEALTH

In Year 9 Health, students extend their understanding of personal safety, wellbeing and interpersonal relationships
through the study of respectful relationships, party safety, road safety and first aid. They develop skills in
communication, empathy, consent and conflict resolution, enabling them to build and maintain positive relationships
and make safe decisions in social environments, including managing peer pressure and understanding the impacts of
substance use. Students also explore road safety, building awareness of responsible behaviours as pedestrians, cyclists,
passengers and future drivers, supported through real-world experiences such as the Road to Zero exhibition. In the
first aid unit, students gain practical knowledge and skills in responding to emergency situations, including basic life
support, CPR and treatment of common injuries. This program equips students with the knowledge, skills and
confidence to promote their own safety and wellbeing and contribute positively to the safety of others in their
community.

LEARNING FOR LIFE

In Year 9 Learning for Life, students explore the concept of rights and responsibilities in everyday life. Students examine
fairness, inclusion and diversity, and consider how their actions impact others. A strong emphasis is placed on respectful
relationships. Students learn about friendship, peer relationships and family connections, focusing on communication
skills, empathy, trust and respect. They explore personal boundaries, consent in age-appropriate contexts, and
strategies for responding to conflict, peer pressure and unsafe situations—including in online environments. Through
interactive activities, discussions and real-life scenarios, students develop practical skills in decision-making, problem-
solving and communication. Learning for Life encourages students to build positive relationships, act responsibly, and
develop the confidence to make safe and respectful choices as they grow.

ART

In Year 9 Art, students further develop their artistic skills through the exploration of a range of materials, techniques,
and processes. They create and refine artworks that express personal ideas and respond to a variety of themes while
strengthening their understanding of the elements and principles of art.

Students study Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art, exploring its cultural significance, symbolism, and storytelling
traditions, and use this knowledge to inform their own creative work. They develop skills in sculpture, investigating
three-dimensional forms through construction and modelling techniques.

Throughout the year, students analyse artworks from diverse cultures, historical periods, and contemporary contexts,

developing their ability to interpret and evaluate artistic meaning. A visual diary is maintained to document research,
creative development, and reflection.
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FULL STEAM AHEAD

Full STEAM Ahead is a hands-on, project-based Year 9 subject that brings together Science, Technology, Engineering,
The Arts, and Mathematics. Across three core modules, students design, build, and refine their own creations while
developing skills in creative thinking, problem-solving, collaboration, and design.

In the Goldberg Machines module, students apply principles of physics and engineering to design elaborate chain-
reaction contraptions. The Interactive PowerPoint Slideshows module challenges students to combine design and
technology to build engaging, user-driven digital experiences.

In Creating Toy Models, students design and construct their own working toys, including a visit to Whittlesea Tech School
to access specialist tools and facilities that bring their designs to life. Through these collaborative, real-world projects,
students learn to think like designers and engineers, turning ideas into tangible products.

YEAR 9 ELECTIVES

CERAMICS

This elective introduces Ceramics and Pottery as an art form and explores the basics of forming and shaping clay.
Students will explore ceramic art by practicing hand-building techniques, such as pinching, slab building, coiling and
slip casting. Students will learn how the glazing and firing process impacts upon the form and aesthetics of a ceramic
piece, as well as how to incorporate decorations and embellishments. The design and creation of unique art pieces is
emphasized; students learn balance and proportion, wall thickness correction, surface decoration techniques and new
firing options. Students will be given the opportunity of making creative sculptural pieces but also learn how to make
vases and bowils.

DRAMA

Drama Studies is for students who enjoy creativity, storytelling, performance, and self-expression. Through practical
workshops and performances, students build confidence, communication, collaboration, and presentation skills while
exploring theatre. Students develop acting skills through improvisation, script work, character development,
monologues, and ensemble performances. They explore the Elements of Drama and create original performances, with
a focus on melodrama and dramatic storytelling. Students also investigate a range of theatre styles and learn about
stagecraft, including lighting, sound, costume, props, and set design. Drama Studies provides a strong foundation for
future Drama studies and for students who enjoy working creatively with others

MEDIA

Media at Year 9 is divided into two areas: media analysis and media production. In media analysis the areas of study are
films and television where we will analyse popular media products across a range of genres. Media analysis has a strong
literacy component. Media production is focused on the creation of media products such as video, photography and
podcasting using media tools. You will experience the entire production process that includes idea development,
planning, creating, editing and evaluating.
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MUSIC PERFORMANCE

Music Performance is an exciting elective for students who enjoy playing, creating, and sharing music with others.
Students develop their performance skills on an instrument of their choice while deepening their understanding of the
elements of music through the exploration of contemporary and popular music styles. Through rehearsals, workshops,
and collaborative learning experiences, students build confidence as musicians and performers. Working both
independently and in small groups, they select, rehearse, and perform a program of music that reflects their interests,
creativity, and growing musical abilities.

PRINTMAKING

If you enjoy paintingand drawing, are enthusiastic about trying new things and like a challenge why not try printmaking?
You will learn linocut relief printing; in which you carve out a design on a piece of linoleum, spread ink over the top and
then transfer onto a piece of paper or material — much like a stamp! You will be able to explore printmaking techniques
such as linocut relief printing, etching, and mono-printing. Printmaking will expand your Art skills and will help if you
take Artmaking and exhibiting in VCE.

VISUAL COMMUNICATION AND DESIGN

Visual Communication Design studies cover the four main sectors of real-world design: Environmental, Object, Messages
and Interactive design. This folio-based subject enables students to explore a range of drawing conventions, manual
and digital media and methods, design analysis, and design problem-solving tasks to experience what it is like to work
or study in the design field. Visual Communication Design encourages students to think critically and creatively about
the designed world, examining how design impacts the way they interact and communicate with their surroundings.
This folio-based course engages students to explore the design process while developing technical skills, creative
thinking, and confidence. Students will also learn about pathways into VCE and a variety of design-related industries.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Are you ready to step outside the classroom and challenge yourself in new environments? This exciting elective gives
students the opportunity to develop practical outdoor skills while building confidence, resilience, and teamwork.
Through a mix of hands-on activities and local outdoor experiences, you’ll learn skills such as navigation, campcraft,
and safe participation in natural environments. The subject focuses on developing independence, leadership, goal -
setting and personal wellbeing, while encouraging students to take on challenges and reflect on their growth. If you
enjoy being active, working with others and exploring the outdoors, this subject is a great pathway into senior

Outdoor and Environmental Studies and future outdoor experiences.

LAW AND ORDER

Have you ever watched the TV show Law & Order and heard them say something like; "In the criminal justice system,
the people are represented by two groups: the police, who investigate crime; and the attorneys, who prosecute the
offenders. These are their stories."? Well, this subject explores exactly these stories. Students will be able to step into
a court role via mock trials and attend actual court cases. They will explore issues that concern them and discover what
their legal and work rights are as well as what they are responsible for. They will have opportunities to speak to people
in the legal fields and have hands on experiences with various legal challenges. They will investigate issues that directly
concern them and discover ways in which to resolve these. Studying Law & Order is a great pathway into Legal Studies
and Sociology which can then lead into various legal careers



FURNITURE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

The focus of this unit is on development of skills in making a piece of furniture using a range of materials, mainly timber.
Students are taken through the realisation of a product from design concept through to production of the final piece of
work. They will learn skills in technical drawing and computer aided design and investigate its relationship with modern
product manufacture techniques. In addition to small skills development projects students will be required to complete
a major product for assessment. Students will be required to pay for the material for this major project.

ENGINEERING

Engineering is the application of scientific principles to design, build, and maintain structures, machines, devices,
systems, and processes. This practical subject involves problem-solving, creativity, and innovation to develop practical
solutions that improve the quality of life and address various challenges in society. Students do 3 main units of work
including Engineering Overview in which students learn about engineering’s fundamental principles; Electrical
Engineering where students assemble a model electric car and construct a board game containing a wired circuit; and
3D Modelling where students design and print a range of original 3D models. Students are required to bring their own
laptop to every class for this subject.

FOOD TECHNOLOGY

Students will become independent thinkers at this stage of their learning. Design briefs will be more complex and
challenging. Students will become aware of different cultures and the nutritional value of food. They will utilise their
own design briefs and evaluate their outcomes. Students will begin to develop appropriate strategies for specific
occasions and the importance of food presentation.

DIGITAL COMMUNICATION AND DESIGN

This subject is focused on computers and computer-based technology. Topics could include programming, software
design, digital communications and networking, digital product creation, social media, and web design. The content in
this subject will lead to year 10 subjects Programming and Problem Solving and Data Design.

There is no additional cost for this elective, however students will need to ensure that they bring their fully charged
laptop to every class.
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HOW TO SELECT YEAR 9 ELECTIVES

To complete the online subject selection forms, students will need:

1. This link: https://my.edval.education/login

2. A unique WebCode (this will be emailed to students when the subject selection process begins)

Rules for selecting priority subjects: (2 Units)

Priority 1: Indicate an elective subject you would most like to study next year.

Priority 2: Indicate an elective subject you would most like to study next year.

Rules for selecting reserve subjects: (4 Units)

If you are not successful in being placed into your most preferred electives you will be placed into one of
your reserve choices. It is important that you list these in order of preference.

Reserve 1: Elective

Reserve 2: Elective

Reserve 3: Elective

Reserve 4: Elective
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